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measure on the lines of the Queensland
Act, and allow commissioners to arrange
the boundaries in the method laid down
in that measure. I am satisfied that
there would not be the personal bickerings
and  the bitterness which have taken
place in this Chamber, if they adopted
an attitude of that kind. I trusteven at
this hour that the Government will with-
draw from the position they have taken
up, and consider the effect a Bill of this
kind will have, and permit the people,
who, after all, are those most affected, to
give free expression to their opinions by
having just and proper representation in
thiy Assembly.

On motion by Mr. Layman debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 10-45 p.m.

Neaislative EHssembly,
Friday, 16th December, 1410.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
10-30 a.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS—OUTER HARBOUR,
FREMANTLE.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
H. Daglish): There was on the Natice
Paper a motion in the name of the
member for Fremantle. It had been
agreed that this motion should be treated
as merely formal, so in the absence of
the member for Fremantle he himself
would move it. He moved—

That all paopers, reports, elcelera, in
connection with the construction of
an outer harbour al Fremantle be loid
on the Table.
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Had the member for
interest in the afiairs

Mr. Bolton:
Fremantle no
of Fremantle ?

Mr. SPEAKER: This being merely
a formal motion it was within the provinee
of eny hon. member to move it for the
absent member, unless the House ob-
jected,

Mr. Bolton: There was no objection ;
he merely called attention to the absence
of the member when there was important
business concerning his electorate.

Question put and paased.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1. Workers' Compensation  Act
Amendment.
2. Tributers.

Tranamitted to the Legislative Couneil.

BILL—PERTH MUNICIPAL GAS
AND ELECTRIC LIGHTING.
Council’'s Amendments.

Two amendments made by the Legis-

lative Council now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Taylor in the Chair ; the Minister
for Works in charge of the Bill.

No. 1—Clause 9, Strike out Subclause
1 and ingert new clause (for taking the
poll) :

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
smendment made in another place to
Clause 9 was really in the direction of
providing more complete machinery for
the carrying out of the purpose of the
Bill. There was no change whatever
in principle represented in the amend-
ment ; it was merely an improvement
in the drafting. This paiticular Bill had
not been drafted by the Parliamentary
draftaman or the Crown Law author-
ities, but on the order of the Perth
municipal council. He moved—

That the Council's amendment be
agreed to.

Mr. ANGWIN: The excuse made
by the Minister was a poor one. The
Minister should have taken care in
the first place to see that the provisions
of the Bill were in the best form.
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The Miniaster for Works: I am doing
that ‘now.

Mr. ANGWIN: The Minister should
not have waited until the Bill came
back from enother place. It suggested
great carelessness on the part of the
Minister, or, alternatively, that the
Minister had nover seen the Bill until
it was introduced by him in the House.
It was a practice becoming so comrnon
that it wai a motter of indifference to
many as'to whether or not a Bill was in
Proper order when presented to members,
It had become the rule that Ministers
should use another place for the purpose
of improving the drafting of Bills,
and, under the same practice, if against
the Covernment one secured amendments
to a Bill in this House the Government
had the original clauses restored in
another place.

Mr. BOLTON ; It was a bad doctrine
to hold that another place should be
regarded as & House for the redrafting
of measures, and it was & poor excuse
for the Minister to say the Bill had
been badly drafted in this Chamber.

The Minister for Works:
utterly incorrect ; I said it was not
drafted by the Government at all,

Mr. BOLTON: Then the Minister
had no right to take up an improperly
drafted measure. This sort of thing
served to make another place necessary
in order that the varicus measures
might be redrafted therein. All Bills
should be carefully secrutinised and
overhanled in the first place by the
Minister in charge. It frequently hap-
pened that amendments were moved
in snother place which the Minister
in that place had not the courage to
oppose and which, when they came to
this House, we were asked to accept
rather than have any opposition to the
passing of the Bill. Important amend-
ments were being made in the Licensing
Bill in another place, and presently,
when that Bill came back, we would
be told the amendments were necessary
in order to make the clauses sufficiently
clear,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : There
might heve been a lot in what the hon.
member said if the hon. member had

That is -
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not;been’arguing from the wrong premises.
The hon. member had based his argu-
ments on what he (the Minister) had
not said. It had not been said that
the Bill was not properly drafted when
introduced here. What he had said
was that the drafting had not been done
by the Parliamentary draftsman or the
Crown Law authorities, but on the order
of the Perth municipal council. The
Bill had not been badly drafted when
introduced here, by any means, but in
the most carefully drafted measures
it was possible to make improvements.
Were it not so it would be a waste of
time for us to have two Houses dis-
cussiing the Bills week after week.

Mr. Bath: It is a waste of timme in
eny case, and you have often said so.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Sure-
ly if the Bill had been introduced in a
bad form it was as munch the duty of
the member for Fremantle as the mem-
bers of another place to see that an
improvement was effected. All the brains
and eapacity of the Commitiee were not
earried in the head of the membher who
had introduced the Bill.

Mr. Bolton: You have the assistance
of the Crown Law Department.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
adviee of the Crown Law Department
had been aected on, but thal was no rea-
son why a review should not be made in
another place and why improvements
should not be effected. The amendment
made the elanse a little more eomplete.
He Jid not think that there would have
been any diffienlty in carrying out the
intention of the clause if the amend-
ment had not bheen made, but why dis-
agree with a proposition that was not
detrimental to the Bill simply because
it emanated from another place$

Mr. ANGWIN: Why should another
place be allowed to insert amendments
that were not necessary? The Bill, as
it had left the Chamber, put the inten-
tion in regard to the special poll very
clearly, but it seemed that members in
another place thought it necessary to
amend the Bill, no matter how clear it
was, for the express purpose of showing
the people that they were doing some-
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thing. There was no necessity fur the
holding of a revision court for the ex-
press purpose of taking this one poll
when there was a ratebook which would
fully meet the reqoirements.

Question passed; the Counecil’s amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 2, Clause 9, Subelause (2).—Suike
out in line three the words “aceording to
the direction in such Sehedule’’ and in-
sert ‘‘by signing lis name lhereon.’’

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS
moved—

That the (‘ouncils amendment be
agreed to.

The effect of the amendment was simply
to replace the prineiple in the elause in
regard to the method of voling as it had
been introduced originally, The member
for Guildford had earried an amendinent
with a view to providing seereey in (he
voting, but it had subsequently been
agreed that the amendmeni would have
been better left numade. If the amend-
ment of another place was agreed 1o.
it would be provided that any person
who voted should sign his name on the
voting paper. As the poll wonld he one
to forbid the eouncil from proceeding
with the loan, it followed that only tlose
who wanted to forbid the lean would
vote and, therefore, there could be no
secreey, and the Eac: of the voter hav-
ing to sign hiz name ecould not be in-
jurious.

Mr. GILL: The fact of a person going
to vote was proof that Le was going
to vote against the loan, bat it was nol
elear why another place was insisting
un a person signing his name. His oh-
jection lo that procedure was that i
was ereating a permanent record of Lhose
who voted awainst the proposal, and he
did not think that was desirable,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The amendment
wounld do no harm, bat what good would
it do¥ If it would do no gand why was
the signature necessarv’

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The
signing of the voter’s name was the
simplest form of taking the vote. It was
not a yes or no vote; only the one ex-
pression of opinion conld he given by
the man who went to the poll. The vot-
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ing paper was to the effeet that, I
forhid the eouneil of the city of Perth
from proceeding further with the loan,
eteetera,”” and (he voter must make
sonie mark on the paper. The returning
olficer was bound to keep a record of
every person who voled, and. therefore,
there eould be no more secrecy in not
providing for a siguature on the papers
than if they did provide for them. The
virtue of {he amendment would be that
it would prevent any impersounation, and
would assist in bringing offenders to book
if impersonation did occur.

Question passed: the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the rveport adop-
ted, and the Message aceordingly rve-
turmed to the Legislative Conneil.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES 1910-11.
In Commitice of Suppiy.

Restimed from the previons day, Mr.
Tavlor in the Chair.

Depnvtment of Agriculture
Mitehell, Minister).

Yote, Adgricidture (enerally, £20,854:

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS AND
AGRICULTURE (Hon. J. Mitchell): In
introduecing these FEstimaies I would like
to draw attention to the rapid development
of every branch of agriculture in theState.
We lave now reached a time in the his-
tory of Western Australia, of which we
ean be justly proud. | believe the land will
produce this vear a crop worth not less
than three willion pounds, a very respect-
able amount to he produced by a country
with a popnlation of less than 300,000,
theneh when it is remnembered that nearly
half the people of the State live in the
rural distriets, it is probably not so much
eause for wonder. We have developed very
rapidly in ten years. The area under erop
ten vears ago was 200,000 acres; to-day
we have something aproaching 900,000
under erop. In 1905 we had under erop
and fallow 408,832 acres as against
1,100.000 acres ander crop and fallow ta-
day. This is very satisfactory progress to
have made in a short five years. Not only
have we increased our area under eereals,
hat the arvea under froit has also in-

(Hon. .J.
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creased, and to-day we bave 15,000 acres
under fruii trees. Last year we exported
4,000 cases of apples, and it is estimated
that we will export 20,000 cases this year.

Mr. Jacoby: Your figures are wrong.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: Verv satisfactory prices were
obtained in London, such as up to 27s.
for apples and up to 30s. for grapes.

Mr, Jacoby: Where do youn gef those
figures? They are quite wrong, There
were 6,000 exported from Fremantle and
3,000 from Albany.

The MINISTER TFOR AGRICUL-
TURE: At any rate these arve the figures
supplied to me. I wish briefly to say
a word or two in connection with keep-
ing out disease from onr orchards. As
hon, members know, the eodlin moth is
found in some of the Eastern States,

and it has been the work of the
Government for many years to pre-
vent +she introduction of this pest

into Western Australia, and so far
we have been suceessful. Only the
other day some apples were brought
in from withont the Commonwealth eon-
taining codlin  moth. The inspectors
under the Commonwealth made the dis-
covery, and I am pleased to say the Com-
monwealth Government acted prompiy
and enabled us fto desiroy this fruit
that would probably have brought the
codlin moth info the State. Inspeetion is
rigidly enforced where fruit is hrought
into the State from the Rastern States
and elsewhere, and so far the vesnlt has
been satisfactory so far as keeping out
the codlin moth is coneerned. The work of
mspeetion is eapably done in rerard to
keeping down diseases in onr orchards
and preventing their introduerion to the
State. Onr live stoek and ihe pastoral in-
dustry generally have made rapid strides.
To-day we have in the State 850,000
head of cattle, and it is estimated
there are 5% million sheep. Ten
vears ago there were only 338,000
head of cattle and 2% million sheep.
So it will be seen that in these directions
progress has been as satisfactory as in
the case of agriculture. Of course the
trouble with our stock-owners, particulariy
ounr caitle-breeders in the far North,
is to find a market for their surplus stoek.
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Thiving the vear ivrigation has engaged
the altention of the department; and the
irvigation expert. M. Scott, has been ao-
tively engaged in encouraging people to
undlertake irrigation in the South-Wesl
of a permanent ualwre. It is perfectly
trne that in Western Aunstralin we can as
vel only follow small schemes. The Gov-
ernment have not been ealled upon to pro-
vide mneh money for this purpose, and
practically the only expense has been the
expense of the irrigation expert whose
advice has resulted in 62 of vur producers
going in for irrigation. I believe that in
the South-West, Jarrigation would do a
great deal to solve the difficulty we are
faced with in regard to our dairving in-
dustry, At any rvate the irrigationist tells
me there are many people inquiring, and
that lie hopes he will get many snall
schemes going. In the East they are
spending  enormous sums of money to
bring about closer settlemeni by the aid
of irrigation, and T would like to be able
to tell members that we are not afraid of
faving a comprehensive scheme, though it
is Impossible at this stage of our history.
However, the water now going to wasle
in the South-West will be pul lo use sn
far as we can encourage the people to do
it. One work of the department L feel
a little proud of is that of the special
settlement at Tammin. Prohably the mem-
ber for East Fremantle will have a word
or two to sav in this connection. As hon.
members know, we assisted 30 men with-
out means to settle in the Yorkrakine area,
These men have done their part. ‘They
were cavefully selected by Mr. Paterson,
the manager of the Agricaltural Bank: buf
if the men had not been the righl men
and had not done their part. 1 should not
be able to-day lo announce the suecess of
this seheme, now 24 vears old. OFf the
amount originally advanced to these men
by the department, only £390 3x. 1d. re-
mains owing to ns. We advanced £L557
fo enable them to put in their ¢rop. and
T hope this will be repaid as svon as their
crops are harvested. With few exceplions
the crops have been satisfactory. The
other day one of the settlers came here
and saw me at the House. and said his
erop was nobt too zood. hut on inquiry T
found that he expected to get 15 to 18
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bushels. I said, “If you get 12 on your
method of cultivation, you would be doing
fairly well,” but he said bhis neighboars
were gettime up to 30 bushels. 1 thought
that if this man was getting from 15 to
18 bushels they must be doing pretty
well on the settlement. If these men
retired from the settlement to-day they
could take £20,000 with them, and
these are men who 2% yems ago,
as far as T know, were almost without
means. [ believe that this is the first
special settlement of its kind in Australin
that has suncceeded. I do not mean fo say
that Nangeenan will not suceeed, but at
Nangeenan they were handicapped in the
early stage, and ‘they have not got into
the position the Tammin settlers have
reached, At any rate, this settlement has
dene this for Western Australia: it has
demonstrated the fact that men almost
without eapital ean become suecessful,
They were each loaned £50 by the de-
partment which they have almost repaid.
Many of them repaid it some fime ago.
Then they had the advantages of the help
of the Agricultural Bank, and with that
help they cleared 7,000 acres of land. To-

day they are independent men and
at any rate they ecan elear out of
the place with 20,000 sovereigns.

The civil servants’ settlement scheme
has proceeded very satisfactorily. The
men  have been settled 13 months,
some of them, on their land to the nmth
ot Nangeenan, and in that time they have
cleaved 6,000 aeres. They had an advan-
fave over the men at Yorkrakine, beeanse
my predecessor had ringbarked a fairly
large area in the locality, in eousequence
of which they were enabled to get in their
¢rops much quicker than would otherwise
have been the case. These eivil servants
who have been there so short a time will
harvest 1,400 aeres this year, There are
73 settled there, and that will be an aver-
age of 20 acres per man. Of eourse some
of them have no erop, and others have up
to 100 acres.

Mr. Gill: Have any left the settlement?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: I think two or three have, and 25
men withdrew their names before the
scheme was put into operation. Profes-
sor Lowrie visited the settlement recently
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and expressed surprise and pleasure at the
good work these men were doing. I men-
tion these matters because they are of
considerable interest to hon. members and
to the country. These men were in Gov-
ernment offices, and when I suggested that
they should become farmers it was
thought that their training had not been
of such a character as to fit them for the
land. However, they are doing exeelient
work. That they have cleared 6,000 acres
in 13 months is evidence of what they are
eapable of. The department imported a
number of stock—sheep and cows— and
these were sold. They cost £37,836, and
of this only £5,516 is now outstanding. I
think the scheme of supplying settlers
with stock should be proceeded with, be-
canse practieally all the people going on
the land to-day are wheat farmers and
every wheat farmer should have a number
of stoek on his holding. It is difficult
for a struggler who goes on the land with
limited eapital to purchase stoek. and I
think the Government would be well ad-
vised to continue this system of sapplying
stock to our farmers. The advantage to
the State is apparent, and it will mean a
eonsiderable help, particularly to the peo-
ple who are settled in the dvy areas where
they take up fairly large selections.
Mr. Underwood: It would be far more
help to them if you supplied horses.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: We do supply horses. I will tell
the hon. member what we have done in
that connection under the Agricultural
Bank Estimates, There should be no loss
in eonnection with these stock sales. T do
not mean to say that all will pay up, but
the reinvestment of the money which gives
31% per cent. will cover any small loss we
may make. Another feature of the year's
operations has been the work of clearing
by traction engines. We have in the Siate
a very large area of land in the south-
west corner where the rainfall is from 15
to 30 inches. It is heavily timbered coun-
try whieh it is almost impossible for an
ordinary man with limited means to face.
We endeavoured to assist in the clearing
of this land by the employment of trac-
tion engines. Natarally it will take some
time to perfeet the system, but I hope in
the near future we shall have a sufficieni
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number of engines at work to assist in
the settlement of the area of rich land
whieh extends from Bunbury to Albany:-
At Denmack the clearing, according to the
report of the officer in charge, bas aver-
-aged £14 6s. per acre, and at Ludlow the
clearing and ploughing has eost £17 7s. 6d.
per acre, which is about £4 less than it
could have been done for by hand labour.
Some time ago we assisted in the estab-
lishment of a butter factory at Bunbury:
this factory strnggled in the first year of
its existence, and last year they did not
do great things, but they paid £4,200 to
the farmers around that township. This
is very satisfactory indeed, and it is par-
ticelarly gratifving to know that the bnt-
ter which they make is eagerly sought by
retailers in Perth. T believe the Bunbury
butter invariably fetehes a higher price
than factory hutter imported from the
East.

Mr. Angwin: How is it that it goes bad
quickly?

The MINISTER TOR AGRICUL-
TURE: They say that it will ot keep
because the people want it. I am sorry
the member for Collie is not here, because
in his district we have assisted to establish
a jam factory, and I dare say he could
have told the Committee something about
it. A factory has been established at
Donnybrook, and we have one at Perth,
and another at Fremantle, and all these
factories are turning out an excellent
article, and I hope that the £50,000 which
is spent in importing jams in the near
future will vemain in the pockets of the
West Aogstralian producers.  With the
development which is going ou, it is neces-
gary that we shonld convert into jam the
friit which is not fit for export, and that
is being done at the factories. The pro-
duction generally means of course that
the Government have to expend a consid-
erable sum of money in providing market-
ing facilities. Just now the wheat pro-
ducers are being supplied with up-to-date
machinery for handling the grain at Fre-
mantle. This system I suppose will be
superseded by {he bulk handling system,
but at the present time the Harbour
Trust have made satisfactory arrange-
ments for handling grain at the port. and
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at other ports means have been provided
for loading vessels. The export of fruit
has been satisfactorily provided for with-
out conveniences being afforded for free
eooling. :

Mr. Underwood: Where is Despeissis
now; is be eooling off?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: I think he would require cooling
off if he had come from the hon. mem-
ber’s electorate. We proposed to estab-
lish abattoirs and freezing works at ¥re-
mantle in order that preducers in the agri-
eultural distriets way find a market for
their lambs, and we propose to establish
freezing works at Wyndham so that the
nillions of aeres there may be furned to
account. At the present time production
there is limited. With freezing works
and abattoirs we anticipate that the whole
of the country will speedily hecome set-
tled, and that we shall bring about the ex-
port of a large cuantity of meat. Hon.
members know that in this cattle eountry
it is impossible for the small producer to
earry on unless he ean market his stock.
I have had the opportunity lately of meet-
ing a small producer, a man who owns
4.000 head of eattle in the far North, and
he told me that he had not been able to
sell a hoof for some years. We wounld not
be doing our duty if we allowed this state
of affairs to continue one day longer. We
are each year sending up in smoke mil-
lions of acres of magnificient grass which
should be turned to account. I venture to
say that no other couniry om the face of
God’s earth would have been content to
allow that magnificent distriet in the
Kimberleys to remain unsupplied with
facilities for marketing stoek. It is ui-
terly impossible for a producer to hoard
up his increases year in and year out, and
this has been found out by the people who
are settled there.

Mr, Underwood: Is that the only place
you have heard of?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUT-
TURE: There i= Pilhara, of eonirse, and
Port Hedland, and there are otlher parts
of the Nor’-West capable of doing more
than they are doing to-day. We propose,
and hon. members opposite will agree with
me that it is richt to ereet these works our-
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selves, and we propose that the cattle
owners in the tar North shall bear any
loss that may be eaused by the establish-
ment of these works.

My, Buteher: Will the Government con-
trol them?

The MINISTER IR AGRICUL-
TURE: That is the idea at present, un-
less some better idea can be suggested.

Mr. Batcher: I hope the Government
will stick to that iden.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: We intend to impose a stock tax
to cover loss in conmeetion with interest
and sinking fund, and working expenses.
This will mean tha( the general taxpayer
of the State will not be burdened to the
extent of one penny v connection with
these works at Wyndham. [ want to make
it clear that Wyndham is not the place
altogether for the large producer. Wwnd-
ham is capable of acconunodating a greal
many small producers if there were faeili-
ties for marketing stoek, and these pro-
ducers, I venture to say, will soon be in
evidence. We propose lo establish works,
and we have already started rthem at
North Fremantle. A great deal has been
said about the selection of this site. T
want to say that there is no other suitable
site that T know of. North Fremautle
was designed by nature to provide an ex-
port depot for the great hulk of the pru-
ducers of Western Australin, and  we
selecied thiz site becanse we helieved that
onr producers should rveach the world’s
malkels with the least possible cost. We
believe that North Fremantle will provide
the cheapest way of marketing for the
old world. and the slaughtering and freez-
ing of stock at North Fremantle will save
the producer the cost of second handling.
and will alze provide acainst damage (v
frozen meat,

Mr. Jacoby: Where did vou wpei (hal
information from?

The MINISTRER 1OR  AGRICUL-
TURE: 1 am making a statement to this
House and taking the responsibility for
it.

Me. Johuson: Hear, lear.

The MINISTER ¥OR AGRICTUL-
TURE: The works al Port Adelaide are
said to he the hest of their kind in Aus-
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tralin, I did not intend to vefer to this

-matter, because I know that my friend
- oppusite will have a good deal to say about

it, but there will be no harm in providing
him with fuel for his speech.

Mr. Johnson: Of cowmrse you are re-
ferring to the member for North Fre-
mantle,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: The member for North Fre-
mantle is a friend of mine in this connee-
tion. 1 am referring to the member for
Guildford. The Scnth Australian people,
who are strongly commercial, determined
to have their works at Port Adelaide, and
their Government abattoirs were removed
from Dry Creek to the port because they
realised that the port was the right place
to have them, and that evervthing conld
be echeaply handled theve. South Aus-
tralia began exporting when she had some-
thing over six million sheep. and last vear
that State exported 220,000 lambs, At
the export depot they nol only dealt with
sheep and fail lambs and mutiton, but bat-
ter. eges, aud heney, and other produce.
These works have been more satisfactory,
probably than any similar works in Aus-
tralia. The cost was enormously inereased
ih consequence of having to remove the
abaltoirs from Dhry (‘reek to the port;
bul under this system, by which the pro-
ducer sends his stock or prodnce direct
from his farm o the ship, the maximum
value for the produce is of eourse ob-
tained. We propose 1o follow the Sounth
Australian example, and 1 wonld like to
fell the member for Swan that we are
warmly soapported by Professor lowrie,
who has had experience in South Aus-
tralin and New Zealand.

Mr. Jacohy: Did he awrvee npon the
North Fremantle site?

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: Yes:; and he could not agree
about anv other site,

Ae. Jaeoby: What about Owen's An-
chorage? .

The MINISTER TOR AGRICUL-
TURE: Owen’s Anchorage is wnsnitable
because it is away from the wharves which
will accommodate the slappmg. We pro-
pose to establish abattoirs and freezing
works, and slanghter yards at North Wre-
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mantle, where we have 12 acres of land.
We are meeting with considerable oppo-
sition, of course, and I snppose the oppo-
sition will eontinue as it did in the ease of
the Kalgoorlie abattoirs until the eveetion
-of the works at this spot has been proved
to have been justified. We propose that
these works shall supply the needs of (he
metropolitan  area. They will be well
placed indeed. We have heard some -
guments against this site, but when we
remember that Perth is supplied with Go-
vernment markets and freezing works, and
that at those markets you get the whole-
sale meat supply for the metropolitan
area, it will be seen that it is necessary
to provide to the same extent at Norfh
Fremantle, where meat will be carried to
25,000 consumers, Everyone knows Lhat
the great bulk of the population lives be-
tween Perth and Fremantle.

Mr. Bolton : How is it that the MAttovney
General did not recognise that?

The JMINISTER FOR AGRICUT.
TURE: 1| have nothing to say against
Midland Junetion, but wounld that be the
ease there! T sav no.  There are not
more than 3,000 people living in the
vicinity of Midland Junetion near enough
to the works 1o send in their carts for the
meat. If, on the other hand, 25,000 peo-
ple can send in their carts. that in itself
will gnarantee the snecess of the works
at North Fremantle. Another reason,
and the best of all, for placing the works
at North Fremantle lies in the faet that
von give the prodncers of Western Aus-
tralia a chance. There are in the State
to-day 5% millions of sheep capable of
produeing a million and a half lambs each
year, and one-half of them are in the
Sounth-Western division. Tf we were pre-
pared to do it we eonld ship 250.000 lambs
per annum. [ast vear there was an in-
crease of 634,000 over the previens year.
and that. afier providing for the loeal re-
quirements, which means about 500.000.
Are these producers to be left entirely to
the merey of the wholesale butehers op-
erating in Perth?

Mr. Johnson: Where are you =oing to
et the lambs?

The MINISTER FOR AGRT(UL-
TURE: We will zet the lambs all right.
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The butehering trade is in the hands of a
few people supplied Ly the large pas-
toralists in the North.

Mr. Johnson: Do they zet their lambs
from the Novil!

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TNRE: No, of course nol; but the

butchering trade is in the hands of a few
people and they have a monopoly, hecause
there are no publie abattoirs., Il is o
standing disgrace that Lhere are no public
abattoirs in the metrapolitan area.

Mr. Johnson: And it is also a standing
disgrace that you propese to put them at
North Fremantle.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: ] will take the full responsihility
for that.

M. Johnson: But we have to foot the
hill.

The MINISTER W¥WOR AGRICTL-
TURE: I think 1 ean elaim 10 know a lot
more about the requiremenis of the pro-
deeers than mest members, and T am here
to protect the interests ol the producer
and the eonsumer alike. The producer
can have no freedom while purchasers are
limited to the few who earry on  the
wholesale butehering trade in the metro-
politan area. 1i was the same on the
zoldfields: when we opened the works at
Kalogoorlie there were six bunichers i that
centre, while to-day lhere are 15, and 1his,
o doubt. will apply again when we open
the works in North Fremantle. My con-
cern is for the produecer.  Professor
Lowrie, when at North Fremantle re-
cently, saw lambs =old at 11s. 6d. which
would have brought 2s. more in New
Zealand. There can be no proteetion for
the producer until he can face the world’s
markets. until we provide him with the
conveniences which will enable him io
reach those markets at the cheapest pos-
sible rate. The producer must he pro-
vided for. This vear we have settled
3,000 people on the land. and if each of
these people produce only 30 tambs what
is to become of them all? Thev will he
entirely in the hands of these few people
who cater for the publie in the metro-
politan area. We have heard the same
argument nsed in comection with wheat
and with frutt, for we weve told we would
never produee sufficlent for ourselves.



2488

Notwithstanding that our flocks are in-
ereasing I am told we can do without ex-
port facilities, 1 say it is utterly im-
possible for the people om the land to
reach the market at all, except through
the freezing works and over the water.
The Government are assuming the respon-
sibility for settling these people, and they
must face the further responsibility of
providing aceess to the world’s markets.
Why do we hear so much of Midland
Junetion and Owen’s Anchovage? Every
member knows the farmer would
have to get his stock to the ship from
Midland Junection or Robb’s jetty at a
very eonsiderable eost and disadvantage,
because the frozen stock would very pro-
bably be injured in transit. The producer
knows I am here to see the best possible
18 done for him. It is of no use argu-
ing against experience. e have the ex-
perience of South Australia, where the
works are beside the wharf, and where
the producers gel the maximum rate for
their produce. It is true that to-day 2
creal many of our lambs ave not snitable
for export; however, it has to be remem-
bered it is an anunual crop and ean be in-
fluenced by the - introduection of suitable
rams. They will be introduced so soon
as the farmer knows he can sell his lambs.
We have, of course, merinos and British
breed, but no man who wants to sell will
introduce British breed into his stoek;
whereas as soon as he knows what can be
done sith his lambs he will put in the
British breeds. This applies particularly
1o ihe farmer in the wheat belt where the
carrying capacity in winter is three times
as great as in the summer. The proper
procedure is to hold the full summer eapa-
city, leaving Gascoyne to provide the
ewes; for (Gfasecoyne, we know, ean fur-
nish ewes capable of producing the high-
est quality lambs. The questions we have
to ask ourselves are: is this sheep eounn-
try of ours to be developed, are we to
serve the producer, are we to serve the
condumer of the melropolitan area, or
are’we consider the people who now con-
trol the meat trade of Western Austraha,
the wholesale buteher and the supplying
squatter? Our duty is eclearly to the
small producer op’ our agricultural dis’
triets. What I want the Committee to do
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is to endorse my recommendations that
he consumer in the metropolitan area and
the producer in our back country be pro-
tected, and that we follow the example
so well set by South Australia, and pro-
vide these export works in the most eon-
venient position possible, Works will be
needed at Albany, for development s
geing on very rapidly in that corner of
the State. Hon. members know il is in-
advisable to submit to long railway car-
riage when we have a magnificent port at
hand. The question will be faced there
also, and I hope in the near future up-to-
date facilities will be provided. T believe
these questions will provoke considerable
disenssion, but I hope hon. members will
realise that so far as I am coneerned T am,
to the best of my belief, acting in the best
interests of the producer and the con-
sumer in placing the works at North
Fremantle. Duaring the pasl year Aus-
tralia has had the misfortune to discover
that Trish blight exists among the potato
crop. Fortunately for us, very little of
the blight has found its way into Western
Australia, and we are keeping the disease
in check, I do not koow that it is pro-
bhable we are likely in the near future to
become exporters of potatoes to the East-
ern Slates instead of importers therefrom,
as we have been for many years; but the
land in Western Australia is suitable for
the production of potatees if we can get a
sufficient number of people to work up
that industry. The work of the department
is largely for the protection of the pro-
ducer. We administer the Fertilisers
Aet that he might not be imposed uponm
by the seller; and the Rabbit Aect which,
of ecourse, should bhe administered with
care, beeanse the rabbit tronble is now
being experienced by the people settled
outside the rabbit-proof fenee, and be-
canse every man in the Chamber knows
full well the fences will only hold the
rabbits back for a limited time. No
doubt, before very long the rabbits will
find their way into the settled distriets of
Western Anstralia. With the inérease of
gsettlement along the fenee we are experi-'
encing considerable -diffienlty in keéping
the gates closed, and we knew the rabbits
have got through. * Althéugh e are mhg

every' means to d'est'my them it is not
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likely we shall get them all eradicated,
and before many years I anticipate they
will be very much nearer to Perth t¢han
they are to-day.

Mr, Price: Popnlation will always
check the rabbits.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: I believe it will. The fences
are doing good work, and outside those
barriers the rabbits are dying in thous-
ands.

Mr. Scaddan: Can you not make the
gates to close automatically?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: It has been tried, but not found
satisfactory.

Mr. Underwood: The rabbits arve in-
side the fences, are they not?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: A few are inside the second
fenee; at any rate, it is well that this
Act should be administered in order that
the rabbits may be kept down as far as
possible,

My, Underwood: They were inside the
ouw'er fence before it was constrneted.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: Yes.

Mr, Underwood: And the inner fence
too.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: Quly the northern portion of
the fence, and the third fence cut them
off. T want to refer to the ease of Pro-
fessor Lowrie, I regret he is leaving
us, but T want to remind hon. members
that his advice will always be available.
He knows Western Australia now, hav-
ing travelled almost from one end to
the other of the South-Western division,
and over a great deal of the Eucla divi-
sion. Ilis advice will always be avail-
able, notwithstanding that he, himself,
will not be in Western Aunsiralia. T do
not know of any other man capable of
filling the position of Director of Agri-
cultore as Professor Lowrie has filled it.
No doubt, bis two years in Western Aus-
tralia have done a good deal, partieu-
larly for the wheat grower. This year
we have seen some evidence of the re-
sult of his advice. He believes in fer-
tilisation, and he advised the people to
fertilise heavily., with the result that to-
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day even our third-class lands are pro-
ducing good wheat erops. It is entirely
due to the advice of Professor Lowrie.
It is true that advice is not always fol-
lowed; the agriculturist does not receive
new. ideas with hospitality. Still, Pro-
fessor Lowrie occupies a unigue place
in the work of encouragement to agri-
culturists, and his adviece 1is usually
takken, Another very imporiant matter
that has been looked inte during the
year has been the fertilisation of pas-
tures. It is found that the land in West-
ern Awustralia is very short of phos-
phates, and wherever these have been
applied the result has been most satis-
factory. Mr, Richardson, at Roelands,
has probably done more in this direc-
tion than anyone else, and with better
results. In country where phosphates
have been applied we have zot magniti-
cent pastures in a very short tirue. The
advice and the assistance given by the
professor must be continued. He will
leave behind him written advice, which
the agriculturists will follow, and his
succeessor when appainted will, T hope,
take up the work aetively and be able
to advise and direct agriculturists in
Western Australia to better things. It
is true that education is a conquest and
not a bequest, and that in Western Aws-
tralia the edueational advantages, es-
peeially agriculturally, have been very
few. Ounr farms are seatiered and the
settiers do not wvery often have the
c¢hance of coming together and exchang-
ing ideas.

My. Price: I desive to call attention io
the state of the House. The fuect that
there are only three members on the
Ministerial side while the Minister i<
dealing with sueh an important matter
as agrienlture is a disgrace fo the conn-
try.

The Minister for Works: There are
six here and six on the Opposition side.

Mr. Price: I am calling attention to
the absence of ihe so-called agricultural
representatives.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TLRE: I hope thatl the work dnring the
coming year will be in the direction of
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increasing educational tacilities. Agri-
enltural education should, I believe, com-
menee in the public schools, and 1 think
that the Minister has wmade some ar-
rangements in thai direction. Nature
study is, of course, a great aid to the
man who is going on the Jand; 1t 1eaches
him observation and 1o sel a proper
value on animal and plant life.  This
zorl of study shonld begin with the State
schouls.  We should realise i(hat agri-
calture will be the main industry of this
Ntate and prepare onr young men o it
Having  commenved  the study in the
primary schools il should be eontinued
after the boys rveach a wature age, |
‘have no( much more to say, except that
we are going to be visited on the 28th
December by the Seottish Commission
now looking over the lands of Eastern
Australia. The commission were- invited
by the Prime Minister of the Common-
wealth to visit Australia. They visited
Canada at the request of ihe agrieul-
turists of Secotland, in ordev that Lhey
wight be able to advise the young imen of
Seotland, who desire to seek fresh ficlds,
of the value of Canadian agricultural
lands and the possibilities ahead of them
there. The Prime Minister of the Com-
monwealth very rightly invited them to
visit Australia, and during the closing
davs of this vear aml ihe early days of
the new year these commissioners will
travel throughout the Sonth-West divi-
ston of {his State.

Mr. (P’Loghlen: Why confine ithem to
the South-West!?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: It is no use sending them to the
worth. They will have only a fortnight
in the State, and I hope that we shall
be assisted in econveying a cotrect idea
of the agrieultural possibilities in West-
ern Australia.  The result of this visit
will be far-reaching, and I hope that it
will lead to many young men coming
from Seotlaud to settle in Western Aus-
tratia, for T believe that after inquiry
into our land methods it will be found
that Iand is very much cheaper here
aird” the assistance given bto the [armers
very ‘much greater than anywhere clse
in' the world. T have nothing more to
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say exeept thal agrieculturally all is weli
and that the future never looked so
prowising. I believe that the work of
the department during the coming year
will be in the divection of increasing pro-
duction in wheat, in fruil, and in stock.

Alr. PRICK: One could not imagine
that the Minister for Agriculturve felt very
flattered by the want of attention to his
interesting remarks that morning by the
large number of his supporters who were
alleged to represent the agrienltural comn-
stifuencies. There were three notable ex-
ceptions, the members for Katanning,
Gascovne, and Swan, but there were seven
or eight members on the Ministerial side,
who allegedly represented agricultural
constitnencies, and whom one might rea-
sonably have expected to do the Minister
the eourtesy of listening to his utteranees
in eonnection with the department to
whieh he had been referring.

Mr. Harper: Yoo look worried,

Mr. PRICE: His concern was for the
couslituencies allegedly represented by
those individuals. They wounld later on
give their votes on matters of supreme im-
portance to the agriculturists and their
constituencies, and they would do it with-
out the least knowledge of the facts as
laid hefore the Chamber by the Minister
in eharge of the Agricnitural Department.
He was pleased to say thal in rising to
speak on the Estimales of that depart-
ment. one could do so without that feeling
of distrust in the administration of the
department, which one eould not help
feeling in regard fo the other department
under the control of the Minister for
Tands.  Eyery member in the Chamber
wounld admit that the executive head of
the Agrienliural Department was an offi-
eer doing all he possibly could to conduct
the affairs of the department in a business-
like manner. Whether one could say the
same of the Minister was somewhat prob-
leématical, because there was found an
overwhelming tendency on his part to
expend loan funds in eonnection with his
department. Everything he required muost
be paid for out of loan fund. The first
thing he laoked tn, in pushing ahead the
Agriculiural Department, was to dip into
loan funds; neothing must eome from
revenue. . Sowe few days ago references
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had been made to the fact that a quaniity
of grass seed had been purchased out of
loan funds, which were supposed to he
-eonfined to reproductive works,

The Minister for Works: The seeds are
reproduective.

Mr. PRICE; They were reproductive
in a swarm of rcats and mice that were
continually annoying the people of Den-
mark, It those rodents were any benefit to
the State the seeds were certainly proving
highly reproduetive. The Minister had
goats established there and was now start-
ing to breed rats, for which he was pro-
viding grass seeds at an expenditure of
ovar £2,000.

The Minister for Agriculture: One
thousand five bundved pounds worth of
seed was sown, This item came under the
Lands Fstimates.

Mr. PRICE: The amount had been
taken from ihe agricultoral development
vote,

The CHAIRMAN: Only the Revenue
Estimates were under diseussion; the hon.
member could not discuss the loan ex-
penditure.

Mr. PRICE: Members could surely
deal with the administration of the de-
partmeni, He was pointing out that loan
money had been expended on eertain
things, which should have been paid for
from revenue. TUnless he was allowed to
comment on that peculiar system of ad-
ministration now he would have no appor-
tunity of doing so.

The Alinister for Agrienlture:  The
money spent on agrienitural development
ecomes from the Works Department and
the Land’s Department. All these seeds
were bought under the lands portion of
the vote for the development of agrienl-
ture.

Mr. PRICE: The position was that the
Minister was in charge as Minister for
Agrieukture of nearlv £1,000 worth of
grass seeds——

The Minister for Agriculture: It is as
Minister for Lands I have it.

Mr. PRICE: Why should the Minister
try to gunibble on that point. The seced
was in his charge as Minister for Agni-
culture. People had applied {o be allowed
to purchase portion of the seed and had
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been refused, and whilst they had been
refused the rats were feeding on it.

The XMinister for Agvieulture: The
grass seeds were placed in the hands of
the tender board for sale.

Mr. PRICE: As 2 malter of fact
420001bs. of seed had heen planted, and
20,000 pounds was supposed to he in the
sheds at Denmark. Ile did not intend to
deal with the subjeet at length, becnuse
there were varions matters in connection
with the department to be cormmented on
withont spending too much time on the
predilection of the Minister for provid-
ing food for rats. Another item which
had been paid for from loan funds was
a motor waggon [or which £886 had been
paid. Perhaps the Minister would say
that that was not an agricnltural item.
This motor was sold for £250, of which
£150 had been received, the other £100
still being owing,

'The Minister for Agriculture: That was
purchased five years ago,

Mr. PRICE: It was purchased ount of
loan funds, and the revenue derived from
the sale went into ordinary revenue, This
kind of thing was eontinually going on
in this department., There were other
items in eonnection with the expenditure
of Toan moneys by the Agricultural De-
pavtwent en which information should be
received.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
should seek that informatior on the Loan
Estimates. We were discussing expendi-
ture from general revenue. If the hon.
member wished to get information from
the Minister there was no desire to pre-
vent him, but the hon. member should not
make a long speech of if.

Mr. Fudson: Had the Chairman ob-
served the item on these Estimates “Less
charge to loans”? So we were entitled to
diseuss anything charged to loans.

Mr, PRICE: It was regrettable dis-
cussion must he curtailed despite the fact
that loan moneys were spent under these
Lstimates.

The Minister for Works: That is not
authority for spending loam moneys.

Mr, PRICE: One could appreciate the
tacties of the hon, member in endeavonr-
ing to burk discussion.
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The Minister for Agriculture: You will
have opportunity on the Loan Estimates,

Mr. PRICE: The hon. member knew
that the opportunity would not be given
on the Loan Estimates for dealing with
this question, becanse it would be ruled to
he a matter of administration.

The Minister for Works: How did the
Minister burk it; he did not even raise a
point of order?

The Minister for Agrienlture: I merely
wade an explanation.

Mr. Hudson: The Minister tried to burk
discussion when he said the item was
dealt with under the Lands Estimates.
What was that but to hide things?

Mr. PRICE; Seeing the point was one
the Minister did not desive to have dis-
eussed, he would pass on. The Minister
had dealt exhaustively with the necessity
for providing freezing works to deal with
the export of lambs, but nearly 12 months
ago the Minister had expressed the inten-
tion and desire to immediately proceed
with the erection of freezing works at Al-
vany, not so much to deal with lambs as
to deal with the large export of fruit
from that centre. Had the Minister got
any further than the rongh plans?

The Minister for Agrienlture:
not know.

Mr. PRICE: Did the Mimster know
anything except how to wave his mams
about and assure us that everything in his
department was lovely?

The Minister for Agriculture: I do not
prepare the plans.

Mr. PRICE: The Minister might have
made some definite announcement as to
when these works were likely to be com-
meneed, and as to when we wounld have
something more than rough plans. Righi
throughout the South-West there was an
enormons area suitable for fruit-growing
and for dairying. Would the Minister
say what the dairy expert was doing o
bring Lhe dairying industry info existence.
A pumber of members had condemned
the purchase of goats, asserting they were
absolutely nseless and not fulfilling the
purpose for which they were placed on
the Denmark estate. Information was de-
sired on this point. .

I do
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The Minister for Agrieulture: That waa
discussed yeterday on the Lands Bsti-
mates.

Mr. PRICE: When we wished to dis-
cuss matiers on the Lands Estimates we
were told they came under Agrieulture,
and when we tried to discuss matters un-
der Agricultnre we were told they were
under Lands. Seeing the Minister was de-
termined to burk comment on the matter
he wounld resume his seat.

Mr. JACOBY: A review of the agri-
culiural year led to general satisfaction at
the great progress made in practieally
every department of production from the
soil, and it was marvellous even to those
well acquainted with the progress being
made that the Minister was able to say
that the probable production from the soil
would be roughly something like three mil-
lion pounds in the ¢oming year, of which
probably we could expeet more than a
million pounds would be exported, add-
g this enormous sum for the nse of the
community 2nd having an effeet upon
every industry in the State. There were
many things one interested in agrieulture
would like to deal with on the Estimates
of this department, but he proposed to
deal with only one or two subjects. The
Minister did not seem to have at his dis-
posal that efficient organisation in the
agrieultural department that was so ne-
cessary. As far as one could observe from
contact with some portions of the depart-
ment, there seemed to be a lack of
thoroughness and efficiency. This was
evidenced to-day by the fact that the Mini-
ster was supplied with figures which were
absolutely wrong. The Minister told us
the export of apples amounted to 4.000
eases last year, It was pearly dounble that
amount. The cousfoms returns published
in the Statistical Abstract showed we ex-
ported 2,666 centals of apples. If we
divided that by the weight of fruit in each
case, about 40 pounds, we would get some
idea as to how misleading were the figures
supplied to the Minister by the officers
of his depariment, who surely should know
botter. Tt was indicative of similar want
of thoroughness in other maiters of ad-
ministration in the department, and it
was regrettable the Minister had not at
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such an imporfant department of the
State. A good deal of the dissatisfaction
expressed in connection with the depart-
ment, was owing te this lack of thorough-
ness and efficiency. The development of
the South-West must necessarily become a
prominent. feature of the work of the de-
partment. We had practically overcome
the main difficulties confronting us in
eonnection with the development of wheat-
growing; the main problems were over-
come in that direction; and we had now
to tackle that part of the couniry the pro-
duction of which was to equal in value
the production of the wheat and hay areas
if we could discover the methods neces-
sary for its development. The South-
West would depend for its development
on three principal operations, drainage,
irrigation, and eclearing. We had done a
good deal in the way of drainage, though
an immense amount bad yet to be done.
Irrigation was praetically in its experi-
mental stage, though the work done in
several parts of the State, particularly at
the Government farm at Brunswick, de-
monstrated the faet that there was no
reason why we should not have an im-
mense area of the coastal regions of the
South-West under intense eulture, parti-
enlarly under lucerne. The work that had
been done there had shown that there was
no great diffieuity whatever in producing
magnificent erops of Incerne, and having
settled that now, the propaganda work of
the department had to come in to induce
farmers to go in for irrigation, and then
there would be a solution of the diffieulty
with regard to the development of the
dairying indusiry, The time had almost
arrived when we should have to go in for
an irrigation seheme at the Harvey settle-
mment, In addition to the drainage scheme
which was in operation there, if they ad-
opied a seheme of irrigation during the
sunimmer months, their production would
increase tenfold, and certainly the trees,
whieh were not as big as they should be,
wounld benefil very counsiderably.  The
irrigation scheme, he was confident, would
he self-supporting on
natural faeilities which existed ror the
conservation of water. and the guestion
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2403

was whether the time had not now arrived
when suech a scheme should be in opera-
tion. The conformation of the country
along the coast, and the quality of the
s0il between Perth and Busselton was such
that the range of hills behind the coastal
lands would render hrigation schemes
practicable, and he was confident that
when seitlement in these distriets justi-
fied it, it would be found that the most
economical method of wmanaging that
country agriculturally would be by a sys-
tem of conservation of water in the hills
to irrigate the lands along the coast,
and in time to come the whole of that
eountry should be under a series of irri-
gation sehemes, and there would be as a
resnlt of that development production in
montey value which wounld ecause to pale
into insignifieance the value even of the
total wheat production of Australia.
There was an enormous streteh of land
there waiting to be developed, but what
we wanted first of all was population, and
after that the necessary Government
works to be carried out to give effect to
this scheme. Clearing was the first great
essential of this eountry, and he hoped
the Minister would go into this guestion of
elearing a little bit more thoroughly than
had been done. It had only been econ-
dueted in a dilettante fashion. The de-
partment had oot made up its mind on
what terms it was going to do the clearing
work for the settlers. This area shouid
be done by the Government on very easy
ferms. That was the prime factor, and
it would be no use doing clearing and
asking people to pay ecash, or even
to pay on short (erms. We should
consider what an efficient elearing
scheme wounld mean in the way of
production. The Government recently
decided to send a traction engine to the
Canning Hills district, and immediately
the setilers knew of it applications were
sent in for the clearing of over 500 acros,
enough to keep the engine oceapied for
six months, and he was quite sure that
applications for another 200 or 300 acves
would be sent in in a short time. Fven in
the clearing of 500 aeres a remarkable
difference would be made to the produe-

tion of the State. This clearing would
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mean a necessary increase in population,
over these 300 acres, of nearly 300 people,
and jt wonld mean a productive capaeity
of something like £25,000 per annum from
that samll area, estimated on conserva-
tive figures, 1t we were going to do that
on such a small area, what would be the
result if we carried out a geperal scheme
of elearing which would make this land
available for the people. He did not sug-
gest that the land should be eleared shead
of settlement. There was a compara-
tively large settlement in the South-West-
ern district, and the energies of the de-
partment should be devoted iowards mak-
ing the land already iaken up by the peo-
ple there ready for ewltivation. Clearing
could be done at halt the cost by the Gov-
ernment, and instead of the individual
having to do it by the laborious process of
manual labour, and acre by acre, and then
put under cultivation, and while keeping
that cultivation going clearing a few more
aceres and so on, the Government with its
resources could clear the eountrv and add
to the value of the land. Nothing should
stand in the way of piving practical effect
to a scheme of this sort. The Minister
had taken wp this scheme, but he had
not done so thoroughly. The Minister
should devote £100,000 a year to this
work whigh would be a reproduective
work, and the cost could be charged
against the settlers to be paid in easy in-
stalments ranging over a number of years,
certainly not less than 10 years. If that
could be done the amount of development
which would take place would be phen-
omenal, and the produnction in cash from
the erops would surprise even most of us
to-day.

Mr. Underwood: It would be even bet-
ter than the Bullfinch.

Mr. JACOBY: It would be better than

a thousand Bullfinehes. It would make
an immense garden in the Sonth-Western
distriet. The terms shonld not be shorter
than 10 years beeause it tonk praetically
that period from the time a man started
to clear his land to the period when an or-
chard came into bearving. It was only then
that the orchardist commenced to get a
return. or what might be ealled a return:
- An orchard came into bearing abont seven

[ASSEMBLY.]

years after the time of clearing the
ground, but it would not be tully produc-
tive until 10 years had elapsed. If the
Government in carrying ont sueh a scheme
insisted upon short terms say, three, four,
or eveu five years, then operations would
be considerably restricted. The main
ihing to be kept in mind was to get the
land cleared and put under cultivation,
and minor considerations should mnot be
allowed to interfere with that objeet. If
the land was in the possession of a man
who was anxious lo get it under enltiva-
tion. that man would be willing to pay for
services rendered by the Government, but
the Government should meet the grower
in such a way that the grower would not
be harassed during the progress of his
operations. To do that the repayments
should be made eoncurrent with the time
when a retvrn would be forthecoming from
the land. The Canning Hills scheme was
nearly wrecked beeause of the action of
one of the officers of the department which
was qnife contrary to the intention of the
Minister. The Minister declared that each
case should be dealt with on its merits.
and that the people were to he allowed
reasonahle terms, but the under seecre-
tary said that the whole cost had to be
repaid in twelve months. This was an
absolutely impossible proposition, and the
result was that immediatiely this got about
the request for clearing shout 500 acres
of land dropped to abount 50 acres, hecanse
there was only one man there who ecould
afford {o pay in 12 months. It would be
seen thevefove that it was necessary, in
earrying out such a scheme to deal with
the people according to the cireumstances.
This is what he had been advoeating for
the past 10 years, and his idea was to use
the resonrces of the Government for the
assistanee of the individual,

Mr. Underwood: You are a socialist.

Mr. JACOBY : No. Tt was known that
the socialistie idea, if there was anything
in it, was o use the vesources of the Gov-
ernment for the supplanting of the in-
dividval. His idea was, however, to nse
the ressurces of the State to assist the
individnal and not te supplant him. It
was lis desire to say a few wonds
with regard to the freezing works
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at Fremantle. The Minister lad rather
confused the two matters connecied with
this proposal. There was a proposal for
the establishment of abattoirs for the sale
of stock and the supply of meat to the
metropolitan area, and another proposal
provided facilities for the export of pro-
duce. The two things shonld be dealt
willt separately. The Miuister had relied
very strongly upon some departmental
opinions whiel had been given to him, but
he (Mr, Jacoby) sobmitted that the opin-
ions of producers and the merchants con-
cerned were desecving of greater consider-
ation than the views of departmental
officers. The member for North Freman-
tle had talked about the eonsumer, but the
hon. member might leave that to the peo-
ple who had to supply the consumer, be-
cause they understood a great deal more
about methods of distribution and supply
than did the consumer, who was not an
expert on the subject at all. He (Mr.
Jacoby) bad all along held the opinien
that Midland Junction was the plaee
favoured by the great majority of pro-
ducers congerned.

Mr. Angwin: Question.

Mr. JACOBY : There was no question
ahout it. It bhad been discussed time after
time, and he could safely say 75 per cent,
of the people interested, whether mer-
chants or producers, had decided in fav-
our of Midland Junetion as the place
where the abattoirs should be built.

Mr. Angwin: That is your opinion.

Mr. JACOBY : At all evenls he was in
a position to give an opinion on the snb-
jeet. Tt was the opinion nlso of 75 per
cenl. of the producers concerned. He
was endeavouring to deal with the ques-
tion purely on its-merits, having no per-
sonal interest one way or the other. Re-
garding the question of freezing works,
he distrusted entirely the experi evidence
the Minister relied upon, and he regretied
the Minister bad placed himself almost
hody and soul in the hands of lis expert
officer.

Mr. Angwin: He should trust himself
to you.

Mr. JACOBY: The Minister shonld
deal with the question on its menits,
There had been an unserupulons attempt

on the part of the officer advising the
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Government in this matter 10 back up his
recominendativns with absolute misstate-
ments.  The Minister, when discussing
this scheme, had nsed as one of the strong-
est argmnents that it was necessary for
the export of fruit, and for months the
Minister bad siuck to this, despite the faet
that he {(Mr. Jacoby) bad advised him
that Lhe pre-cooling of fruit was abso-
lutely disadvanteous, and had explained
the sitnation from the frnit-growers’
point of view; yet the Minister had ad-
hered to the adviece of his expert, although
it had been said that officer was not a
vefrigerating expert.

Mr. Bolton: But his advice is as good
as yours,

Mr. JACOBY: No, because he (Mr.
Jaeoby) had had a large amount of freez-
ing done for years past.

Mr. Bolton: Therein lies your interest
in the matter.

Mr. JACOBY: Nothing of the sort, it
was a question of fact. In order to sup-
port the contention of the Government ex-
pert upon whom the Minister relied this
had been the argument used, notwith-
standing that he (Mr. Jacoby) had de-
monstrated over and over again both &
the Minister and to the officer concerned,
that they were on the wrong track. The
vefrigerating engineer had atiended &
meeting of fruitgrowers, and asked for an
opportunity to demonstrate the necessity
for these works and for the pre-cooling of
fruit.  After that officer had read an
elaborate paper on the subject, the fronif-
growers present, all representative men,
carried the following resolulion—

Mr. Bolton: He said it was all fixed
up beforehand.

Mr. JACOBY: The resolution read as
follows:—

That pre-eooling of fruil for export
from ihis State is reither necessary nor
advisable, becanse (1) it would necessi-
tate the fruit being gabthered a week
earlier than the present system; (2) the
extra handling involved would consider-
ably damage the fruit; (3} apart from
other considerations no expense should
be added to the cost of export unless
extra profit would be won thereby.

Mer. Cairns had been present when the dis-

cussion took place, notwithstanding which



2496

be had continued to impress upon the

Minister that pre-cooling was necessary

to the export of frnit; and in reply te

questions asked by him (Mr. Jacoby) the
other day the Minister had inferred that
he was building these works {o assist the
furit-growing industry. The fruitgrowers
did not want the works at all. No fruit
had been sent out of the State which had
been pre-cocled, yet when our frnit met
pre-cooled fruit in the world’s markets,
our fruit beat that fruit in value by, in
some instancés, as much as 15s. a case,
the average advantage being from 2s. to
4s. per case. Seeing that this agitation
was still being maintained by the sup-
posed expert advising the Minister, the

‘Western Australian growers had decided
" to carry the campaign a little further, and

submit a resolution to the Australasian

Conference held at Hobart recently, where
there were present delegates from all parts

of Australia. The resolution submitted

by the Western Australian delegate was
" earried unonanimously.

‘Mr. O'Loghlen: They carried some ex-
traordinarily inconsistent resolutions at
that conference.

Mr. JACOBY: This particular resolu-
tion was in nowise 1ncon51stent, it read
as follows:—

That pre-cooling of fruit for export
is neither necessary nor advisable, be-
cause (1) it would necessitate the fruit
beingy gathered a week earlier than the
present system; (2) the extra handling
involved in pre-cocling considerably
damages the fruit; (3) Western Aus-
tralian experience has proved eonclu-
sively that pre-cooled fruit has no ad-
vantage whatever over fruit net pre-
cooled; (4) the shipping companies are
already paid for eooling the fruit; (5)
if pre-cooling is neeessary for fruit be-
fore loading into chilled holds, then it
logically follows that fruit before being
stowed in ordinary <cold stores should
be pre-cooled, which reduces the posi-
tion to an absurdity; (6) apart from
olhér considerationg, no expense should

“be added to ‘eost of export, unless extra

profit would be won bhereby
The reason ‘why he stmnghr opposed this
" proposal was  hecause it would rob
- Western -Australia® &f "the advantages

~-market in a damaged condition.
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already enjoyed in our geographieal posi-
tion, and in the organisation of our ex-
port froit, which was far better than that
in the Eastern States. The Western Avs-
tralian froit had met with bétter suocess
in the markets of the world than the fruit
from the Eastern States, because the
former was landed in prime condition in
Lomdon, owing to the fact that it had been
allowed to hang on the trees until the last
moment before shipment. Further than
thrat, the organisation had been arranged
to knock out all unnecessary handling,and
the fruit was put into trncks at the port
of departure, and was not touched again
until it was taken out to be loaded into
the ships’ holds, If we were forced to
put our fruit through these proposed new
chambers, it would mean a tremendous
amount of shunting, and the addition of
three or four bandlings into and out of
the cold stores before it redehed the ship.
It was because of these handlings in Sonth
Australia and Vietoria that so large-a
proportion of their fruit arrived on the
Only one
or two steamers were available for the
shipment of our fruvit, and it was to the
advantaq'e of the refno'era.tmg engineer to
get the fruit into the holds as eool as pos-
sible, because it prevented the rise of
temperature and the cousequent expense
of reducing it again. So, from the point
of view of the refrigerating engineer pre-
cooling was an advantage; but producers
had to pay £3 5s. per ton for refrigerat-
ing space, and, therefore, they did not see
why they sbonld pay for cool stora.ge
ashore as well.

Mr. Angwin: But fruit has been re-
fused by the steamers on the score that
it would raise the teraperature of the
refrigerating chamber.,

Mr. JACOBY: No; it had been re-
fused by the German béat hecaunse the
space was nat available. )

Mr. Angwin: They had the ‘space, but
the fruit had not been pre-cooled.

Mr. JACOBY: That was not eorrect.
for the fruit had been left hehind owing

. to want of space. Seeing that we were in

the hands of one or two companies, if
we had pre-cooling facilities .at TFre-
mantle those companies - mlghb insist
“upon all fruit being -pre-cooled, whith
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wonld mean increased cost of 3d. or 4d.
per case in addition to the extra hand-
ling and the necessity for picking the
fruif at least ten days earlter than was
done under present eonditions. Then,
certainly, the fruit would net arrive in
prime condition. He agreed with the
arguments advanced against the estab-
lishment of these works at North Fre-
mantle. The argument that had been
used by the Minister that the eonditions
were similar to the conditions in South
Australia was not correet, beeause be-
hind the abattoirs at Port Adelaide
there was a large stretch of coastal coun-
try. That was not the case at North
Fremantle. The conditions at Port Ade-
laide were nearer the econditions at
Owen’s Anchorage than at Norih KFre-
mantle. He hoped that the Minister and
the members for the distriet would re-
volleet that it was necessary, in connee-
tion with the establishment of abattoirs.
that there should also be put down bone
manhure and blood works. If the inember
for North Fremantle knew anything
about such establishments he wonld find
it well to reconsider whether he was
acting in the interests of the people he
represented by asking to have works of
that deseription established in the dis-
triet. It would be necessary to estab-
lish what were known as noxious frades,
including the manufaeture of manures
-of a very evil smelling kind, and it was
worthy of eonsideration whether it would
not be better to aceept the recoramenda-
tion of many people who thought that
the site should be at Owen’s Anchorage.
There was another point which should
be borne in mind. The time must come
when it wounld be necessary, for railway
purposes, to have a line along the south
side of the Swan, and in that ease what
was going to happen to all the South-
West produee zent forward for {reezing i
It would have to be bronghi through
Perth instead of having the advantage
of the nearer transit via Jandakot.

Mr, Boiton: From what direction?

Me. JACOBY: In order to get to the
north side it would be necessary to earmy
the produce on the present railway, be-
eause it would be difficult to work all
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that freight traflic over a swing bridge.
This being a matter for decision by ex-
perts, he was not prepared to suggest
more than a general opinion, but to him,
as a layman, it did seem inadvisable,
in view of the almost certain necessity
of building the south Swan railway, that
works of the deseription should be kept
to the north of the river. My, Watson,
manager for Messrs. Forrest, Emanuecl,
and Company, had contributed Lo the
West Ausiralian his views regarding the
establishment of those works.

Mr. Butcher: That is a prejadiced
opinion.

Mr. JACOBY: To those who took aun
mmpartial view there was a eonsiderable
amount of strength in the statements
which Mr. Watson had pnt {forward.
Providing views of that character were
considered on their merits, it did not
mitter whether or not the person who
uttered them was an inlerested party.
He had spoken (o a nanmber of people on
the subject, and in every instance, ex-
cept one, the opinion had been adverse
to the action of the Minister in selecting
a site at North Fremantle.

Mr. Boltan: You should give a reasun
for the adverse opinions: in what re-
speet is Midland Junction better?

Mr. JACOBY: The hon. member was
confusing abatteirs with freezing works.
It might be economically advantageous
to eonnect abatioirs to supply local re-
quirements with the freezing works,
but it was mot necessary to do so,
and in the opinion of many experi-
enced people the abattoirs for the supply
of the metropsolitan area should be at
Midland Junetion. When the time came
for the evection of freezing wurks un-
doubtedly they must bhe erected al Fre-
mmanile, but the time had not arrived
vet. The Minister admitted that the
class of sheep which we had at the pre-
genl lime was net snitable far the pro-
duction of lamhs for export, and that
it would be two vears after we got the
necessary breed of rams into the country
before the export of lambs could be pro-
ceeded with.

The Minister for Lands: No.
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Mr, JACOBY: I'te Minister had dis-
tinctly stated in answer to a question that
1912 was the earliest the State would have
lambs for exponrt. At the preseni time
there were no lambs available for export
and the population was increasing very
rapidly, If lambs were to he exporied
they must be senl away in ship loads.
Tt was not eeonowical to attempt to ex-
port them in small quantities, buot fo
small quantities we had already existing
at Fremantle freezing faeilities. There
were slanghtering facilities at Owen's Au-
chorpge and freezing facilities a1 I're-
mantle. He had been concerned in organ-
ising the first cousignment of frozen lambs
sent from this State, and there had been
no difficulty in getting the Jambz slanwh-
tered at Owen’s Anchorage and then
brought to the ive works at Fremanlic; in
fact, it bad not involved wueh more Hian
the average cost, and the results, holh a=
regards shipment and priees, liad been
satisfactory. There was no hurry for the
establishment of freezing wovks, If tlere
was any strong feeling of doubt as to
whether we were doing the right thingy we
should hesitate a while and make the very
fullest inquiry. There shonld be no ob-
stinacy in the matter, The Minister surely
was not so wedded to his own opinion that
he would attempt o force his seheme oun
the community regardless of what others
mizht think. The great majority of people
in the husiness were against the proposals.
and it would be belter for us to wait a
little. while, review the whale position,
and see whether ave were doing the right
thing? An  expenditare of £30.000
was livolved, and if the freezers were
placed in a position where they eonld not
be used to the best economical advantage
a great waste of maney would have been
incurred. The Minister admitted that the
sbattairs at Port Adelaide were the best
in Mustralia, and seeing the great differ-
once of opinion that existed as to what
was the right thing to do, would it be an
unworthy and unjustifiable expense if the
Minister were to ask the South Australian
Government to allow My, MeCaun, the
manager of those works, the man who had
decigned them and fixed the site after
1aving visited various parts of the world
to asecertain what was best, to come to

this Stale and give the Government the
advantage of his opinion. If the
Government did thaf, he would be con-
tent to accept whatever decision Mr.
MeCann came to, and would withdraw
all opposition to the works. As it
was now, the Minister was doing some-
thing to which the great majority of
peuple interested were strongly opposed.
He trusted that the Minister would
consider the suggestions which he had
put forward in that and other matters,
and that he would be able next year
to come bhefore the Committee and tell
them of further great advances, and that
instead of the erop being estimated to
produce three million pounds for the year,
it would produce a substantial increase
above that sum. At the present time
every line of agricalture was on the ad-
vance in Western Australia. On the dairy-
ing side we were somewhat hackward.
That would have to wait its time but
when it did come, it would be an immense
industry in the south-western portion of
the State. He trusted that however mem-
bers might differ from the actions of the
Minister in matiers of detail, and some
of ihem he differed from very strongly,
they could at least join in congratulailing
him on the advance that had been made
in the agricultural industry of thisz State.

Sitting suspended from | lo 2.30 p.m.

Mr, ANGWINXN: In regard to the Tam-
min setllement veferred to by the Min-
ister, the time tliese men neeeded assist-
amee was the very time the Government
neglected to give it. The posttion so far
as the department’s finances was con-
cerned was very satisfactory; out of
about £7,000 advanced to these men there
was only about £300 standiag out as a
liability; but the position was not alto-
gether satisfactory so far as the wen
themselves were concerned. They were go-
ing round to the different financial insti-
tutions to try to 1ift their mortgages from
the Agrienltural Bank so as to get more
financial assistance than could be obtained
from the (Fovernment towards developing
their holdings. The storekeepers in the
distriet had ireated them very liberally
with regard to stores, but the storekeepers
wanted some kind of seeuvitv, and the
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people on the settlement would bave to
lose their properties or get more finaneial
assistance rendered by the (overnment
to take them over their difficulties, or they
must sell their lands at a small profit.
The land was specially picked for the
purpose of the seitlement and they se-
cured it at fairly low priees in compari-
son with the prices now being obtained
faor }and in the Tammin avea,

The Minister for Agrienlture: 1t was
the usual priece at that time,

Mr. ANGWIN: That was before sur-
vey. These men went there with one de-
termination, to try if possible to make the
settlement a success, becanse they realised
that if they refnsed the opportunity il
would not come along again in a hurvy,
and also because they wanled to assisl
others who required land under the same
conditions. They were told ¢hat if the
scheme was a suceess the Minister would
enlarge it, so with one or two exeeptions
they determined to make it a success, and
it was a success from the point of view
of the Government’s finances, bui in order
to meet their obligations to the Govern-
ment the men apd their families had to
undergo hardships. Enowing this was
good land, many buyers were going round
the holdings trying if possible to get these
men to sell. If they sold now they could
make a profit with the buyers at hand,
but if the storekeeper foreed them and
a buyer was not convenient they wonld
probably lose their holdings and a good
deal of the labour they pat in to improve
them. The men desired to stay there
and make homes for their wives and fami-
lies, though they must sell if the Govern-
ment wounld not vender further assist-

- ance, because it would be very foolish for
a man to run the risk of losing the whole
of his labour put into the land if there
was any possibility of getling a return
for that labour by selling. There was &
possibility of getting a return if the Gov-
ernment wonid render a litile assistance
towards putting in erops on the land al-
ready cleared, and instead of the men
Yeing in a begearly position at the end of
the season, with assistance from the Gov-
ernment they would no doubt be in a
fiourishing eondition, becanse the return

from the crops would recoup them. Cer-
tainly the Government did spend a few
hundred pounds in providing necessary
seed.

The Minister for Agrienlturve: Fifieen
hundred pounds.

Mr, ANGWIN: Bul this was fur an
area of about 30,000 acres. The land was
cleared and ihe men were waiting for their
erops, but they had neither horses nor
machinery nor seed. This was just the
time when o little assistance from the
(Government would enable them to get
over their initial diffieulties, and the
scheme would turp out a success. Some
of the men had done well becanse since
woing on the land they had been able
fo sell (heir property elsewhere, and
with the extra money they had enlarged
their holdings and would be able to
erop theiv land this year and obtain a ve-
sult. It was merely temporary assistance
that was asked for these men to enable
them to develop their holdings and make
permanent homes there, We did not
wish them to sell out to enable other
persons to enlarge their areas.  There
would be no financial risk in the Govern-
ment assisting these men a little at the
present time. The faet that there was
only £300 now owing out of the £7,000
advanced proved conclusively the men
conld be trusted with a little further as-
sistance. If they lhad not made any at-
tempt to pay back the money granted
them there might be justification for re-
fusing further assistance; bat seeing the
money was repaid after such a short time,
the Government were justified in extend-
ing a little further practical sympathy to
enable these men to establish homes.
It was far better to settle 100,000 acres
in this way than to have a million acres
taken up without development. In regard
to the abattoirs and freezing to he
established at North Fremantle, Parlia-
ment had made provision for two years to
make a start. Now that the tenders were
called, it was to be hoped the Minister
would make an immediate start and put
the wish of Parliament into practice,

Mr. PIESSE: As o representative of
an agrieultural constituency he on every
occasion renlised the great help the min-
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ing industry was to the agrieulfural and
pastoral industry, and that had it not been
for the great diseoveries of gold in the
Eastern Goldfields the agrienltural indus-
try would not have developed so rapidly.
Anyone who did not realise the great
help the mining industry was to agricul-
ture would not be carrying out his duly.
It was enconraging to hear from the
Minister of the important development in
agriculture during the past 12 months. It
would be admitted that with an increase
of land under erop, from 200,000 acres
ten years ago to 900,000 acres to-day,
great strides were taking' place in the in-
dustry. When we were told by the Minis-
ter that there was over a million acres
under crop and fallow, and when we took
into consideration that last year the de-
partment were responsible for placing
3,000 farmers on the soil we could have
every confidence to look forward to a
large development in agriculture in the
near foture, The industry was never
more prosperous. Any Minister for Agri-
culture must realise; whether he be of the
Liberal party or of the Labour party,
that grave respounsibility rested upon him.
After all it was one thing to get the
people to settle on the land, aud it was
another thing to keep them there. Very
often we lost sight of the importance
of the faet that we did not follow the
selector as closely as we should do after
he had selected his land. We should all
realise that if we were geing to receive
any benefit from the great settlement
which had taken place during the last
few years, we should have contented
settlers, and to bring that about every
sympathy would have to be shown by
the Government and Parliament. He
felt that it was the gennine desire not
only of members on the Ministerial side,
but on the Opposition side as well, that
that settlement shonld be suecessful. It
was pleasing to notice on every oceasion
when these items on the Estimates were
under discussion that there was a gen-
cral feeling among members that every
indueement should be given, and every
facility offered for the development of
our lands, He was ofraid, however, that
in some instances during the past few
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years a number of our settlers had been
sent back too far from the railways,
and unless we became more active in
the work of construeting agricaltaral
railways disaster must follow settlement
in many cases. It was not generally
known that most of the areas selected
were small, and that people who had
gone out were mostly what would be
known as small farmers, and their only
income would be from the production of
wheat. It had been proved over and
over again that it was impossible to grow
wheat profitably 20 or 25 miles away
from a railway. We should as a matter
of tact have the wheat producer no fur-
ther away from a railway line than 10
or 12 miles, particularly when the price
of wheat was low. It was to be hoped
we would never see wheat lower than it
was fo-day, but there was no guarauntee
that that would be the case. Wheat had
been as low as 2s. 6d. per bushel in the
past, and there was no guarantee that that
would not happen again. When one re-
memhered that many of those now settled
on the land, and who had been on ihe
land in many eases 12 months and over.
and were from 30 to 40 miles from a
railway with no prospects of getting a
raibway within the next 18 months of
two years, he hesitated to think whai
would be the result in such cases nnless
there was a speedy construction of lines.
He did not for one moment doubt the
carnestness and desire of the Govern-
ment to give every selector these facili-
ties, but the Government should realise,
and the Honse should realise it, too, thai
we should push on with the nimost speed
the work of building agrienltural. rail-
ways, more partieularly in those areas
cast of the Great Southern railway. It
was now some five years since the eon-
struetion of certain lines in that part of
the State was advoeated, and a number
of selactors who went out there did so
expecting that the railways would be
heilt within a reasonable time, and many
of these settlers had been oblized to
cart their wheat during the past year
distances of from 20 to 30 miles. .
Mr. Price: Is that not a matter to be
diseussed under the Works vote? Yonr
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Miunisier over there would not allow e
to refer to this matter.

Mr. PIESSE: The question was so
wrapped up with the Agricultural Bank
that one might be exensed from referrving
to it.

Mr. Price: They would not exense me.

Mr. PIESSE: The suceessful develop-
ment of our agricultural lands must de-
pend upon improved facilities for hand-
ling crops, and unless we got to work at
once and pushed on these railways there
would be a severe check to the develop-
ment of our lands. There was no desire
on his part to eroak; he was quite satis-
fied that the people who had gone on
the land were the right class of seleetors.
Many had been drawn from the gold-
fields, who, before they came to the
State, were sons of settlers in the East-
ern States, and they were very excellent
men with practieal experience, and who
had determined to make a suceess of
settlement.

Mr. Underwood: Men who have been

driven out by the big landlords.
- Mr. PIESSE: There was no doubt
that many had been driven out of the
Eastern States because they conld neot
obtain land.

Mr. Underwood: We have plenty of
land here, and any amount of big land-
lords to grab it.

Mr. PIESSE: These people to whom
he veferred would become snccessful
settlers. In mentioning the faect of the
want of faetlities, it should be pointed
out that last year one farmer whom he
knew was occupied for three months of
the year in carvting his produece to the
nearest railway station. When one con-
sidered that the farmer might have beeu
oceupying bis time in either elearing his
land or further eultivating it. one would
realise the loss to the State, bhecause
after all, the time ocecupied in unneces-
sary carting was certainly a loss to the
State. Tun view of the faet also that
. draught horses were becoming almost un-
obtainable. and were realising prohibi-
tive prices, it should be the object of
the Minister before he ent np and dis-
posed of further land, an assurance
should he given that within a veason-
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able time railways would be constructed,
or Lhat the new areas would be within
a reasonable carting distance of the rail-
way. With regard to the season, he was
quite satisfied that while it would not
be all that was desired, the result would
be satisfactory, although he was sorry
te say in some of the low-lying parts,
owing to the very severe winter, some
of the erops had been flooded out, and
in other cases the average output per
acre would be reduced. ‘'The Minister
assured him, however, that the average
wowld not be reduced, but he (Mnr.
Piesse) was afraid that unless the areas
to the east of Northam, and the east
of the Great Southern, and the northern
areas came up to expectations, our aver-
age yield per acre would be less than it
was last year. In dealing with this ques-
tion of agrienltural development, une
could not overlook the faet that very
good service had been rendered to the
State by the Agrieultural Bauk, and he
would like to give a word of praise to
Mr. Paterson, and the officers of the
bank for the very excellent work they
had done during the past year,

Mr. Underwood: He does not do any
work.

Mr. PIESSE: The results showed thai
the officers of the bank had dene very
good work. .

Mr. Underwood: The work is done by
the survevors; the member for Bunhury
will tell youn that.

Mr. PIESSE: Thera was onc matter
that was brought forcibly lhome to him,
and that was in connection with the de-
velopment of our agricultural land, the
fact that many of our farmers were de-
pending at the present time entirely npon
the production of wheat. 'This was only
to be expected, because it was known that
the production of wheat gave the quickest
return to the new selector. Every en-
eouragement should be given to the selee-
tor not to carry all his eggs in one basket,
but he should be encouraged to zo in far
a system of mixed farwing.

Mr. Underwood: How can thev do that
where there is poison?

Mr. PIESSE: Where there wus poison
the most effective way of geiting rid of
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it would be by eultivating the land, grow-
ing 8 crop of wheat, getting the poison
out, and then stocking the country. Every
inducement shonld be given to the selec-
tors to go ih for wmixed farming. The
Minister should not be too anxiouns to
limit the area granted to the farmers; the
ares shonld not be made too small, Many
men had begun to farm on 600 or S00
aeres, or even 1,000 acres, and in the pear
future they would find it more profitable
to extend their holdings, so that they might
hold at least 2,000 aeres in order to earry
on mixed farming.

Mr. Underwood: It would be a long
time then before we got a biz population.

Mr. PIESSE: We had plenty of land
available, and it would be only courting
disaster to induce people to take up small
areas. He did not believe in one man
holding more land than he eould work, or
more than he conld profitably nse, but
the capability of some people was greater
than that of others, and when we came to
make a hard and fast rule that a man
should not hold more than 1,000 acres,
as the member for DPilbarn suw.ested, we
would be limiting the energy aad industry
of the people. In some cases, probably
1,000 acres of the very best land would
be worth 2,000 or 3,000 acres of second-
class land. TUufortunately, however, our
areas of first-class [and were very limited,
and we should take this into consideration
that when subdivisions were being made
we should see that our settlers were not
only taking the land, but that they were
satisfied to improve that land and make
their homes upon it. In conmection with
these subdivisions he was afraid thal in
many instances there was an over-valua-
tion of the land. He did not ~igh o de-
precate the quality of our lands, but it
was to be remembered that before they
were improved they were practically
" worthless to the country. It was only
the improvements put apon the jand that
made it of any value to the Siate. He
hoped the Minister would take this fact
into consideration, Where we had first-
class wheat-growing land ne one would
objeet to paying a higher priece for it,
but there was a very great difference be-
tween the valae of that and of our second
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and third-class lands. He had been pleased
to hear from the Minister what bad been
done in connection with agrieunitural edu-
cation. From time to time he had noticed
that a little was being done in this diree-
tion in our district schools, and he hoped
murch more wouid be done in the future.
We knew, indeed, too little about owr
lands, or abont the question of fertilisa-
tion, which was becoming a most import-
ant factor in the improvement «i the land.
The member for Swan had declared that
many of the problems of wheat-growing
had been overcome in this State, but he
(Mzr. Piesse) considered there were very

many still to overcome. For instanee, he -

had referred {o the loss which had taken
place this season in the distriets under the
heavier rainfall. He would suggest that
something be done in the way of indue-
ing growers to make experimeunts in the
breeding of wheat, with a view to discover-
ing which was the most suitable for the
wet areas. In his own electorate it had not
yet been diseovered which was the most
suitable wheat to grow, particularly in
respect tu the westeru povtion of the
Great Southern distriet. e had there
immense areas not only suitable lor the
growing of oats and the prisluetion of
sheep and wool, but also capanle of pro-
dueing large and profitable erops of whest,
and it was to he hoped the Mirister wonld
pay special attention 10 this guestion, and
endeavour to determine the nwost profit-
able wheat (o be grown in those parts.
A twin question was that of draining,
which should he siudied in respect of
these localities. A successful solution of
the problem would result in imrwense pro-
fit, not only to the seitlers, hut to the
State zenerally, He had been pleased to
notice that the Minister contemplated
making early provision for abaltoirs and
freezing works at Fremauotle and Albany.
With eonsiderable interest he Tnd listened
to the remarks of the member for Swan,
with whom he conld not agree that there
was no necessity for the establishment of

freezing works. Tf, as Mr. Jacohy had

said, these works were not required for

fruit, still, it was only a matter of a very
short time before they would he nrgemtly
required for the lamb export trade, One
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of the reasons why we had no' more lambs
offering at the :present time was becaunse
during the past two or three years, owing
10 increased setllément. a greater local
demand had avisen tor lambs and sheep
and, consequently, we had tu-day insuff-
cient to supply local demands. Buot that
was not going to continue, and il was only
a matter of a couple of yeara hefore we
would be faced with overproduction, es-
pecially in the Sonth-Western distriets,
when the only outlet would be in the diree-
tion of export. He eonld not see that we
would be rumning any grave risk in mak-
ing early provision for this export trade.
The works would not be built in a day;
they would take at leasi a vear or 18
months before completion, and there was
no reason why we showdd woil until there
was a glut in the market before beginning
these works. He was quite salisfed we
could grow the lambs and, netwithstanding
what had been said by tle :nember for
Bwan, it would not take very long to
breed up the right type of sheep for the
export trade. Two or threc years ago an
effort had been made in the direction of
export, but, as he had already pointed out,
owing to the increase of loeal Jemand the
growers had turned from expori to go in
for a more profitable type of sheep for
the loeal supply. They had forsaken
cross-breeds, and almost exelusively gone
in for merinoes. However, this was not
to be looked wpon with any alarm, be-
cause we had the basis te work npon, and
it would take but a very short iime to
breed up the right type for export. A
great deal had beem sald as to the ques-
tion of site for these works, and, appar-
ently, there was a difference of opinion
in the minds of some of our producers
as to whether the right site had been
chosen. In these eircumsiances, one might
very well commend to the Minister the
suggestion that, unless it meant undue de-
lay, if the Minister had any doubt in his
mind, he might avail himself of inde-
pendent advice. Clearly there would be
no harm in seenring this advice. Another
suggestion he had to make on behalf of
the new settler had relation to the elearing
of the mallee areas which had been sub-

(divided, On these areas the timber grew

in thickets, and up to the present had been
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cleared by a process of chopping down,
in the first instance, and burning in the
snmmer. He wonld suggest that an effort
be made to supply ibe setilers of those
distriets with a traction engine suitable
for rolling down the timber. Simi-
lar timber was being rolled down
in the Eastern States at a cost
of from 5s. to 8s. per acre, whereas to
cut down this timber vrepresented a eost ot
from 10s. to 20s. per acre. I[f the more
modern method of rolling down were ad-
opted it would allow the new settler to
get a mueh larger area under crop dur-
ing the first year, which, of cowrse, was
most essendial. Tt was to be hoped the
Minister would go into the question.
There were already available in the dis-
triet referved to, men who had worked
these engines in Vietoria. and those men
hiad assured him that the heaviest of the
timber eould be rolled down at a cosl of
7s. per acre, while much of it wonld vost
not much more than 3s, per acre. There
was no apparent reason wlhy the experi-
ment should not he made. Another ques-
tion was that of woolclassing, Waonl grow-
ing was beeoming a most important in-
dustry in the State, and it was abhsolntely
necessary that our small farmers should
go in for mixed favming, ineluding wonl
production; therefore he wonld suggest
that everv facility he given and every
opportunity taken to edueate onr small
farmers in the elassing of their wool. He
understood that a little had alveady been
done in this direetion in some of the Bast-
ern distriets, bat he thought the depart-
ment eould, with profit, put on more than
one expert to give instruetions fte our
small farmers, beeause ¥4d. or a 14 in-
crease in the value of wool would mean
1an enormous increase on the value of the
total output. He had nothing further to
sayv at this juneture, exeept o again urge
upon the Government the necessity of
affording our new seftlers improved faeili-
ties for the handling of their produce. He
was quite vonvinced that in the uear
future the agrieultural industey would
show an even greater development than it
had ever done in any previous venr.
{Mr. Jacoby took the Chair}

Mr. HARPER ; With other hon. mem-
bers he desired to congratulate” the Min-
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ister for Agriculture on the splendid'work
of development in the agriendutral areas.
He was pleased, indeed, to Lknow there
had been such an excellent wheat crop
last vear, and that the prospects indicated
a largely increased evop for this year.
The ecountry in the Novth was capable of
prodoecing immense numbers of sheep and
cattle, and to his way of thinking it was
the daty of the Government {o set about
the establishment of freezing works in the
North in order to encourage that indns-
try, He appreciated the suggestion (hat
the industry should iiself contribute to-

wards the necessary outlay by paying a |

tax an the stoel. It was a pity, indeed.
that this had not ben done long avo.
He referved to freezing works in the
North-West of this State. In Queensland
such works had been in exislence for a
number of vears, and they had proved a
great snccess. Weslern Australin  had
splendid pastoral areas, and certainly
with a little attention from the Govern-
ment there was a possibility of developing
an industry that would pruve very vala-
able to the country. Tl was a great pity
that both sheep and catile should be al-
Iowed to grow old on the stations and die,
when there was so great a demand for
meat in other parts of the vorld, Mueh
had heen said about hutter factovies and
dairies, ITe had heen living I New Zea-
land when Wr, Ballance was Minister for
Lands some 18 or 20 vears ago. At thatl
time a system of encouraging dairies
and butter factories had been inangurated,
with the result that the Dominion now
ptoduced about a quarter of a million
pounds worth of butter each vear. That
showed the importance which was to he
atiached to the dairving industry.

My. Johnson: We had better stick to
sheep and wheat: we have not the enynlry
for dairving.

Mr. HARPER: Whilst agreeing 1hat
the Siate should pax partieular attenfion
to sheep and wheat, he contended that the
dairying industry ought to be enconraged.

Mr. Johnson: On a moderate scale, Tt
needs to be tested first, '

Mr. HARPER: The industry would
never grow to any extent unless it was
given a start. With vegard to the export
of lambs froin Western Australia, he had
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been in a preat many parts of the world,
but nowhere had he had mutton, which
For Hlavour, was anything like what could
be got in the North-West, parvtieularly
the Munrelison country. When one went
there and tasted some of the best mutton
grown in the district one appreciated it,
and so far as his own experience was eon-
cerned he had tasted nothing beiter in
New Zealand, Ameriea, or England. Once
the export of mutton was established
in Western Austvalia the meat would re-
alize the highest price in the markets of
the wovld.

Mr. Underwond: It
high price here,

Mr, IIARPER: In rvexard to ‘he rail-
ways. in the old setiled distriets of Bev-
erley there were settlers who had been on
the land 40 or 3 years and were stitl up-
wards of 30 miles fram a railway. There
was a great need for railwayvs hotl east
and west of Beverley, and it was a great
injustice to ihe people settled heee that
they lad not had railways built to these
parts before now,

Mr. Price: Where iy this land?

Mr. HARVER: The reference was to
the district generally. The people had
heen promised a railway by the advisory
board, and the construction of that line
should be pushed on at once. He had been
leased to notice that bundreds of people
whom he had known on the goldfields in
earlier days, were now comfortably settled
in the agrieultural distriets. It had been
a pleasnre to mweet so many old acquaint-
ances, and to see that in wany instances
they had made a eveat snccess of farming.
Some men who had heen working for
him were now worth £3,000 ar £4,000
each, Tt was verv satisfactory to
see the coldfields people furning their
attention to the agrienltural disiricts and
to see the goldfields memhers dning like-
wise, Some memhbers had stated that
1,000 acres was quite enongh for a man fo
hold. but there were members of the Op-
position who held 2000 and 3,000 aerves.
That they were fully entitled {o dn. be-
cause it mnst be realised that 1.000 acres
was tot sufficient for a man who later
would have to divide his estate amongst
a large family. The syvstem of farming
in this State was not like il was in many

realises a preliy
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other places. It was necessary to spell
the land, and, in the case of wheatgrow-
ing, a crop once in every three years was
quite sufficient, whilst in combining sheep
and wheat, which he considered was the
proper method of farming along the Great
Sounthern Railway, at least 3,000 acres
was necessary. The rates charged on the
Great Southern Railway were exorbitant,
and anvthing that could be done to ve-
duce them wonld he a distinet advantage
to agrienlture. He agreed with the Min-
ister for Lands that some attention shonld
he paid to the matter of agricultural edn-
catinn. The State wonld cet more value
for ite money in educating the people in
the scienee of farming than from any
other forin of expenditure.

Mr. Senddan: Then why not torn the
Esplanade Hotel into a farm?

Mr. HARPER: The Minister shonld
provide instenctors for the agrieultinal
areas 1o assist the teachers in the varions
schools in fraining the children in the
seience of farming. .\ knowledwe of the
compasition of soils and the use of fer-
tilisers was an invalnable portion of the
knowledge of any suecessfnl farmer. Tt
wae all very well to put in crops hap-
hazard. but there was mueh in knowing
the best kinds of wheat to sow and the
best fertilizsers to employ. He hoped that
the Minister would assist in thal direction,
*As a hoy he had aitended a seience sehool,
and the kmowledge he had then gained
had heen of great advantage to him in
later life. Mueh was heing done to put
peoprle on the land. and the Siale should
certainly persevere in the paliex of en-
couraging immigration. There was any
amount of work for a large number of
people. because in the agricultural dis-
trists lnbour was very searce indeed.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. memher
conld disenss immigration on the immm-
gration vote.

Mr. BARPER: Tt was pleasing to note
that the Government were hmporting six
tractipn engines for the agrienl{ura! dis-
tricts. and to his mind the experimenis
with two such engines at Bridgelown had
provided suffieient proof {hat they would
be of creal serviee in the agricultural
areas. Ile had nothing more to say ex-
cept that he hoped that the agricultural
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development of the State wounld continue..
It had certainly been of great advantage
to Western Anstralia; even the goldfields
people realised that. Western Australia
Jjust now was repeating the experience of
New Sonth Wales and Vietoria, in which.
States the gold had attracted the popula-
tion, and later, when the mines had
worked out, the people had turned their
attention to agrieultural pursnits. That
was now happening in Western Australia,
and the State had fo look fo agrienlture
more than to anything else.

Mr. Seaddan: There is no need to de-
ery the roldfields.

Mr. HARPER: Without decrying the
goldfields membhers should realise what
was the trobh.

Mr. Seaddan: It is absolutely ineor-
reet.
My, TROY: After the very general

remarks of the member for Beverley he
felt it his duty to move a hearty vote of
thanks to the eandidate.

Mr. Hanper: Do not try to be funny;
2o on with what you have to say.

Mr. TROY: The matter of (ropieal
agrienlture had not been discussed, and
even the Minister had given it very little-
attention. Last year Mr. Despeissis had
heen appointed to fravel through the
uorthern portion of the State in order to
determine what rwas the best eourse to-
pursue to bring about the development of
the Seuth-West from an agrienltural
point of view, and his inguiries had re-
sulted in a report being submitted to Par-
Yament. Tater on Mr. Despeissis had been
appointed Commissioner for Tropical
Agriculture. and it wounld be interesting
to learn from the Minister what qualifiea-
tions that gentleman had for that posi-
tion. TIf his qualifications were embodied
in the report which he had written, then
he was one of the least competent men to
ocenpy the position of commissioner in
the North-West. My, Despeissis had not
put forward one proposition which wounld
conduee towards the development of the
tropical portion of the North-West. Hav-
ing heen reared in a tropieal portion of
Australia, he (Mr. Troy) ought to be able
to speak with anthority on this malter.
Two years azo he had the opportunity of
returning to the Bast and seeing the de-
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velopment of the tropieal portions of
New South Wales and Queensland, and
il was his opinion that if we expected to
grow many things in Western Australia
which were grown advantageously in the
Eastern Siatez we would regoire an en-
tirely different climate to that which we
had in the North-West. The commis-
sioner amdl the Government belicved that
sngar could be grown in fthe North-West.
Without any desire to say anything de-

precatory towards the possibilities of the’

North-Wesl. he maintained that sagar
-eould not be grown there successtully.
Sugar needed a fuirly decent rainfall, and
thal all the vear round, whereas in the
North-West the rainy season was in the
swnmer months alone, there heing very
Ttittle rain during the winter. Al the
#ugar in New South Wales and Queens-
land was grown along alluvial flats ad-
jacent to rivers in localities where the
hent was very great and where there was
intense moisture. Yvery week there was
rain and there were 60 inches of rain in
the year in the distriet where he was
reavred. If a month passed withont rain
there was a dvought. He could not see
how sngar could he advantageously grown
in the North-West. Speaking not only
from his own experience but from the
experience of those who had travelled in

South Ameriea and in the West
Indies and in Fiji and other coun-
tries. to grow sogar we needed a

high temperature and abundant moisture.
and this eould unot he obtained in the
novth-west of Au<tralin except dduring
the summer. But it should he possible
to grow decent maize there., I was
mainly used for feeding pigs and horses:
in fact, in Ameriea the pigs were solely
raised on maize. Tt {ook only four or
five months to grow and ripen maize.
and the season of four or five months in
the Kimberley country would suit il very
well,  The only diffieulty one could see
was the heavy storms Lhat occwrred in
Kimberley thay would level the crops to
the gronnd, Certainty if (hey oeccurred
too frequently they would damage the
whole season's crop: but maize ought to
‘be zrown prolifiely and with advantage
tss he State in that distriet. [f the Gov-

tematieally ?
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erpment planted maize at an experimen-
tal farm at Kimberley, within a year
they could find out if the erop could be
grown advantageously. [f it could, it
would open up vast possibililies in the
North-West tor horse-raising and pig-
raising. If we were about to serionsly
consider the capabilities of the North-
West from a tropieal cunltivation peint
of view, would it not be hetter to import
sumie person from those countries where
tropical cultivation was carvied on sys-
We might import a man
from Queensland or From Ameriea. In
the early days in the Fastern States the
persons whe knew most in regard o
sugar-growing  were brouglht  fromm the
West Indies. and it wax they who gave
a start te the industry, A few vears
age the Minister for Agriculture was
very enthasiastie about dairying. but his
enthasiasm seems 1o have subsided, prob-
ably because the Minister had failed
most appallingly in establishing the
indnstry.  The Minister seni a gen-
tleman to the Eastern States 1o pur-
chase a uumber of cows. The Mioister
fo-day wonld not deny that the person
sent was not competent to earry out the
deal for the Government. because his
knowledge of dairy eattle, gained only
in this State, was not sufficient v enahle
him (0 go to the Eastern States. wheve -
dairving was a most up-to-date proposi-
tion, and where the keenest judwes of
dairving in the Commonwealth existed.
to compete in the purcbhase of =toek.
Many people who bought stock from the
Government had not paid for it, becanse
they felt they hnd not got the valne for
their money.

The Minister for Agrieullnre: Very
few: only £8.000 put of €37.000 iz owing.

Me. TROY: Wilhout any desire to
speak 1oa havshly of the Minister, it
was anly veally good luek that helped
the Minister to get through at all. Had
it not heen for the rood season and for
the natucal ivend of the people towards
the agrienltural industry in the Eastern
distriets resulting in great wheat pro-
duction. it was doubtful whether we
wonld  have had that progress made
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which was made. Without securing any
adviee and without entering into matters
thoroughly, the Minister apparently
rushed at things; but he was not able
to make a success of the dairying indus-
try. There were butter factories ai Bus-
selton and Bunbury which were subsi-
dised by the Government but which weve
still not a success.

The Minister for Agrieulture: The
Sunbury Lactory is doing very weil.

(Mr. Foulkes took the Chair.)

Mr. TROY: It would he diseourtesy
not to take the word of the Minister,
but the money lent to the factory was
not paid for three years; one eould not
arrive ai the real position of the insti-
tution. It was to be hoped dairying
would yet be an  important indus-
try  in  this country, though the
State was less favourably adapted
for dairying than any of the Eastern
States with the exception of South Axns-
Iralia. In saying this he spoke advisedly.
The member for Swan wonld know of the
Byron Bay distriet where the largest co-
operative butter factory in Aunstralia was
established. That was a gold pmne.
Fvery month £60,000 was paid for buiter
fat to farmers for 60 wmiles vound.
Btarted bwelve years ago it had branches
throughont the whole of the northern
distriets of New South Wales. The con-
ditions in that distriet were much more
favourable than anywhere else in Anstra-
lia. There one found rich alluvial flats,
perennially green grass, and running
water, paspalum grew waist-ligh, so lnx-
uriantly that it had to he ploughed up or
ent down with a scythe.

Mr. Jaeoby: With irrigation we could
do that in the Sonth-West,

Mr. TROY : Two years ago when visit-
ing that distriet after an absence of 10
vears, he saw it with a greater knowledge
of affairs and could go info the matter
more fully. There was no need for im-
mation there. They had magnificient soil
20 or 30 feat deep aud everything grew
most prolifiely becanse the heat was great.

Mr. Jacoby: What about the dronghis
you spoke of?

Mr. TROY: There had never been a
«tronght in the history of the inhabitants.

T
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He had said when speaking - ol sugav
growing that if there was a month with-
ont rain there was a dvought,-but there
never was & month without rain. The
vivers which were navigable for- 100 miles
never dropped a foot in level.

Mr, Jacoby: Some of the greatest
dairying country in the world is irrigated.

My, TROY: There was no need for
irrigation where there was a perennial
rainfall and the heat to bring up plant
life. The people of this distriet he spoke
of were earvying on under most favour-
able conditions. [t should be possible to
irrigate in the North-West, and possibly
our best dairying land would ultimately
be found in the North-West, where there
would be rains and heat in the summer
and irrigation from the rivers and pools
during the winter. The very hest dairy-
ing country in Queensland was the Ather-
ton serub conntry beyond Cairns, It was
very heavily timbered tropical country.
and ten years ago it was thought impos-
sible to earrying on dairying operations
theve.

AMr. Jacoby: Do they have butter fac-
tories there? '

Mr. TROY: Yes. But he was speak-
ing more particularly of the northern
part of New South Wales. Fvery eight
or nine miles bhutter faetories counld he
fonnd, and these people were carrying on
under the co-operative system, Not only
did they make bufter. but they cuared
hacon, and to-day they chartered steamers
and sent their produce to Sydney from
whence it was shipped to the London
market. and mnch of it found its ‘way fo
Western Australia. He did not despair
that one day we wonld be able to carry on
dairying in this State, but it would not be
done until the people had greafer experi-
ence, and until, little by litle theyv solved
the problem here as it had heen solved in
the Fastern States. He eould not refrain
from making the statement that sometimes
the money which was voled was utilised
for anything but legitimate purposes with
regard to agricnltural development. Tt
was found that on oceasions the Minister
expended a portion of this vote for pur.
poses which eould not by any means meet
with the commendation of the House, or
the people. For instance. suhsidies were
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wiven for agricultural and borticultural
conferences, He would not deny thai an
agricnitural conference was a good thing,
but his objection was that these confer-
ences were used for political purposes by
the Ministerial section of the House. Last
vear an agrienltural conference was held
in March, just prior to the Federal elec-
tion, and undoubtedly at this ennference
which was subsidised hy the Government,
the opportunily was iaken (o inflnence
the farmer against the Labonr party.
There were papers read there by people
simply to indulge in the misrepresentation
of their opponenis in order thal the
farmers might be influenred at the elee-
lionms. No dess o person than Mr, J. H.
Noble, the secretary of the Dastoralists’
Assodiation, read a paper which received
oonsiderable space in the VWest | wsfralian
and the title of ithis was “(rganisalion
ind Co-operation,” and it was found that
although Mr. Noble had very little to say
about eo-operation he devoted a great
portion of his remarks in {he condemna-
tion of the policy of the Labour party,
and it was net only condemuaiion hnt
misrepresentalion. It was so fagrant
thal one farmer told him (Mr. Troy)
that he had (o take strong exeeption to
it. The founders of co-vperation were
people wlio were in sympathy with La-
hour polities. and the strongest eo-opera-
tives {o-day were the people wlhose sym-
pathies were with the Labour movement.
We found that Mr. Noble in that paper
warned the conference against the La-
hour party, and he weni ont of his way
te point out that labour aggression was
making it impossible for the farmer to
live.  Mr. Noble also talked abount the
poliey of the nationalisation of land, and
said that the Labonr pariy wanted to take
the farms away from the farmers, That
of eourse was an absolute lie, and that
surt. of thin was permitted to he told
to the farmers at a conference whiel was
held by virtne of the money voted by
[N}e0RISSIp Ao SuiioyN  CjUBWRHARJ
than a proceeding of that kind could be
imagined. If a miners’ conference were
‘held, and money were voted by the House
for that conferenee, and this sort of
thi- -+ was indulged in, objection would be
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taken at once. i was (o be hoped that
the good sense, and the good taste of the.
Minister would indnee him io prevent this
sort of thing from being repeated. 1t
there was a desire lo abuse the Labour
party, let them do so and pay for il oul
of their own pockets.

Mr. Jncoby: It was votl the chairman’s
Faull.

My, TROY : The Minister was there..

Mr. Jacoby: But the Minister did not
liave control of the conferemece.

Mr, TROY: If the member for Swan
was fhere he should have taken exception
lo these remarks.

My, facoby: T did not hear them,

My, TROY : This address by Mr. Noble
was a most dreary. bitter, and jaundiced
aftack ou the Labour party.

Mr. Jacohv: And it was quile out of
Place.

Mr. TROY: H was pleasing to know
there were not sv many farmers to-day
who eould he su easily influenced.

Mr. Jacoby: They are good thinkers.

My, TROY : They were good thinkers,
but it ook months before light broke in
on their intellects. .\ xreat wany farmers
in chig, and in the Kastern States, did not
view the Lahour pnrly in the same light
as {he opponeuts of the Labour party

would have them believe, The farmers
were changing  their views. and ther

wonld not allow this kind of thing to go
on in the future. Some few yewrs agn
a wood deal of newspaper talk was
arvoused in the Stinte by the fact that
manures had been discovered along the
coast, and it was hoped iliat the price to
farmers would by these discoveries be
considerably reduced.

The Minister for Axviculture: Tt was a
socialistie trial, and it tailed.

Mr, TROY : Tt failed because it was in
incompetent lands; il was in hands which
did not sympathise with the project. Fven
if the Minister did sympnihise with it. it
was ¢uite possible that the heginning
might have proved a failure, bul hun-
dreds of other things which were social-
istic had proved failures. Tf the Minister
had persevered, the comnrodity would have
been of some value to the penple of the
State. The Minister shonld inform the
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House what it was intended to do with
regard to these deposits? Was it in-
‘tended to work them now or in the future?
The Minister had told the House that if
these deposits were of any value to the
people of the State, and members were
led to believe in bhe first instance that
they were——

The Minister for Agriculture:
they are.

Mr. TROY: Yet we enconraged private
manunfactorers to come along. Why not
use our own deposits?

Mr. Jacoby: You ean buy phosphates
just as cheaply.

Mr. TROY: The Minister should ex-
plain what the intenfions were with re-
gard to these deposits. The majority of

Yes,

members would like to see the Gov-
ernment working those deposits in
the interests of the farmers, and

“although, through having ineompetent men
in charge, the Minister had failed once, if
the Minister wounld give the maiter fair
trial, he would probably be suecessful
in putting those deposits on the markef.
Tt was to be hoped that when next we
diseussed the Estimates we should be able
to  congratulate - onrselves on a much
greater progress in agrieulture than had
taken plaece to date. Providing the money
was expended wiscly the Minister would
have no oceasion to fear eriticism from
members of the Opposition; rather wonld
he receive their hearty support in all mat-
ters pertaining to the welfare of the agri-
eultural industry.

Ttem, Commissioner of Tropieal Apri-
culture, £660.

Mr. TROY: Would the Minister tell
the Committes whaf the commizsioner had
done to date, and what were the inten-
tions of the Government in regard to the
development of the North-West.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: The commissioner was even now
making inguiries into the possibilities of
the development of the Norih-West. The
Covernment realised that our importations
of tropieal products were tremendous.
Having lived in the Mauritius Mr. Des-
peissis had had considerable experience
of tropical agrienlture, and Professor
Towrie had expressed the opinien that
Mr. Despeissis was the most experienced

£1,000 a year fo send Ar.
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man in fropieal agrienlture we ¢onld get.
However, with the labour market in its
present conditien it would be difficult to
do mwuch in the development of the North
just yet. Mr, Despeissis had been making
inquiries at Java, and was now returning
down the coast from Wimberley to Gas-
coyne. Already some of the people set-
tled in the North were inquiring into the
possibility of growing lucerne along the
rivers, and there were many other pro-
Jects in which Mr. Despeissis was assist-
ing.

Mr. JACOBY : There were many direc-
tions in which this money might be more
usefully expended. If we wanted a man
to advise on the development of tropical
agrienltnre, why not get a man who had
made a success of the nctnal work? Tt
wonld be easy to secure such a man in
Queensland. My, Despeissis had had no
practical experience at all, but was a mere
dilettante, There were other direetions in
which the services of Mr. Despeissis could
be profitably ntilised, particularly in an
information bwrean. Tt was costing us
‘Despeissis
around making inguiries that would never
be of any use to the State. Mr. Despeissis
had been appointed as a vitienlturist and
hortienlturist, yet all practical men knew
that Mr. Despeissis was neither, Instead
of worrying ourselves about propositions
absolutely impossible, we should employ
Mxr. Despeissis where he wonld be useful.
No practical man would regard any re-
port of Mr. Despeissis on the North a=
being authoritative. For his own part he
preferred to read reports of men who
had done things, rather than those of men
who had merely talked abont things, Wae
were spending £1,000 a year in this diree-
tion, yet for want of funds we could not
get inspeetors to keep down the fly pest.
This £1,000 a year would keep three suek
men employed in really good economie
work. The Minister was in the aunfortn-
nate: position of not knowing what to de
with Mr. Despeissis, who was snited only
to be an officer in charge of &n informa.-
tion burean,

Mr. ANGWIN : First the member for
Swan had said no notice would be taken
of any report by this officer, and then
had gone on to declare that Mr. Des-
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peissis would be & splendid man to put
in en information burean, It seemed
it was merely a personal prejudice
that the member for Swan was exercising
against this officer year after year.
Ae for experts from Queensland, we had
had one as a director of agriculture,
end another whom Mr. Jacoby had
condemned that morning as being unfitted
for the position he held, Naturally
it would be a difficult matter to get a
man tu suit Mr. Jacoby. He trusted
the Minister would take no notice of
Mr. Jacoby's advice to place Mr. Des.
peissis in charge of an information
beruau, because he, with others, believed
that Mr. Despeissis could do much
better work where he was. Could it
be that Mr. Despeissis knew too much
for Mr. Jacoby in the fruit line, and
had outreached the hon. member in
somse project ?

Mr. OSBORN: While admitting
that, perhaps, we had not as yet had
much result from the labours of this
particular officer in the North, he would
remind hon. members there were many
other undertakings which had not yet
produced any grea. financial results,
but which were far from being considered
as hopeless. It had taken many years
of repeated reconmendations to success-
ive Governments to secure the taking
of any step at all in the direction of
ascertaining whether it was possible
to davelop the enormous area of cultivable
land in the Northern portion of the State.
While admitting that the Commissioner
had not yet marketed any dates. which
he was informed took 20 years to grow,
or established an ostrich farm and
marketed feathers, he had made certain
reports which might yet be found well
worthy of consideration, and might
induce some man to come along with
capital and show- the State that it
was possible to do something in the
way of tropical agriculture. The cbject
of the inquiry by Mr. Despeissis was
principally to show that there were
certain lands situated in tropical lati-
tudes with e certain rainfall and certain
soill which might produce tropical pro-
dunts, The one trip which the Com-
missioner hed made was sufficient for
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that purpose, unless it was the intention
of the Government to set him to work
on some particular area to prove that
he could carry out the production which
he had said wes possible. U it was
not the intention of the Government
to experiment in that direction it was
not necessary to keep Mr. Despeissis
in an office simply to make a report
from year to year. He trusted that
in the near future something would
be done with the lands close to the
northern coast, so that they could be
made to produce better results than
at the present time. It was time that
something more practical was done to
experiment with the forms of production
suggested by Mr. Despeissis. There were
working men already in the distriet
who, with a little assistance from the
Government, were propared to experiment
with their own labour and determine
whether it was possible to successiully
follow those industries. He hoped the
Minister would favourably consider some
of the applications that had been made
to him for assistence in that way by
persons in the Roebourne electorate,

Mz, TROY : From the statement of
the Minister it appeared that Mr. Des-
peissis had been making inquiries in Java
and the Eastern States, and had spent
nearly 12 months in doing so, and that
he was being paid & salary to still make
inquiries. Mr. Despeissis seemed to re-
port not only on agriculture but on all
industries, all races, all animals, and ail
products, applying everything produced
all over the world to the North-West
of this State. If we were going to do
anything in the North-West except
talk we ought to make o start ; already
that start had been too long delayed.
An experimental farm ought to be
established at once to show the people
what could be done, end he Qid not
know why the Commissioner should be
inquiring in Java, where the conditions
were entirely dissimilar from those in
the North-West.

(Mr. Taylor resumed the Chair.)

Mr. TROY : The experimental frrm
was the only means of testing the capncity
of the North-West. It was a useless
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expenditure of money to send & man
arcund the world reporting on everything
gimply to avoid getting rid of him.
The State wanted some practical results.
If the member for Kimberley found
satisfaction in that officer's work it
must be in the fact that so long as he
diily-dallied in this fashion the squatters
of the north could ¢ontinue to hold those
large ereas. The squatters did not
want to encowrage any other form of
industry which would interfere with the
cattle raising which paid them so well.
For many yesr squatters in the vicinity
of Geraldton had said that the country
could not grow wheat, and it was only
when they had been compelled to make
way for the farmer that it was proved
that we could grow wheat there. There
must be & sum of money set apart to
make practical tests in the North-West
at onee, and, if Mr. Despeissis was 8
man capable of carrying out these tests,
he should be instructed to do the work,
and to show people that the industry
could be developed. We must help
the farmers to make a start there. In
Queensland they first went into this
tropical country for timber and from
timber they got to farming. In New
South Wales an experimental farm was
started at Woolingbar in the big serub,
and that waes the means of establishing
the dairying industry there. It should
not be necessary to spend all our revenue
and the loan funds available for agri-
cultural development in the South-West.

Mr. JACOBY : We would get a val-
uabloe lesson es to the possibilities of
the North-West if we examined the
results of the work ettending the ex-
perimental farm in the Northern Terri-
tory ; and until we made full inquiries
into the results of that expermient, we
should not risk the establishing of an
experimental farm in the North. There
was one product that could be cultivated
successfully in the lower North, and
that was pineapple culture. Other
branches would probably spring from
that, It was to be hoped this item
for & perambulating commissioner would
not recur year after year, '

Item, Dairy Expert, £300.
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Mr. PRICE: A man of great quali-
fications could not be secured for £300
a year. What was this officer doing
to earn the money ?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL.
TURE: The dairy expert was now
engaged as menager of the State farm
at Brunswick, and was doing excellent
work. A tremendous lot of people
vigited the farm month by month,
The dairy expert was a comparatively
young man who was gaining very valuzable
Australian experience while acting as
manager of that farm, though the
results of the farm were not as good as
we hed looked for. He was keeping in
touch with the people in the South-West
snd delivering lectures in connection
with dairying. The industry moved
slowly because the trees merched off
slowly. If we got the clearing done by
traction engines we could look forward
to the time when the importation of
butter would cease. The officer was
earning his salary now, and the oppor-
tunity for greater work would come
in the near future. There were indications
that at Denmeark and in the land below

Bridgetown we were going to have
fairly excellent results.
Mr. PRICE: It would be more

satisfactory to have the item read
“ Farm Manager.” Evidently this offi-
cer was hecoming an expert at the
expense of the State.

Mr. O’'LOCGHLEN : The Minister
should give us some informsation as
to what was being accomplished by
the pathologist. Dairying would be
absolutely impossible until we did some-
thing to eradicate the zamia palm.
Farmers were losing their cattle and
their horses through this palm. He
had a dozen letters from settlers com-
plaining of their losses in this direction.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
could discuss that better under the
item * Noxious Weeds Act.”

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL.-
TURE: The member for Albany was
a little unfair to the dairy expert. That
officer held high diplomas in Great
Britain. His headquarters would always
be at the farm when doing the work
properly attached to his office,
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- Xtem, [rrigation Expert, £450,

Mr. PRICE: One looked in vein to
-discover what was being done in the
matter of irrigation to cause the retention
in office of an alleged expert at this
salary. It was 50 per cent. higher
then that given to the dairy expert
with the splendid diplomas we had
just heard of.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: The hon. member was also
unfair to this officer. There were 62
people irrigating, and of these 32 were
irrigating 476 acres which wes & very
fair start indeed.

Mr. Price: It costs us £450 a year
for 476 acres!

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: Blocks of 10 to 15 acres pro-
vided good livings for men spending their
whole time on them.

Mr. Prico: Thereare single farms in
New South Wales of 476 acres irrigated.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: The 25 acres irrigated at the
Brunswick tate farm kept a couple of
men most ot the time. Irrigation was
no light matter if the land waa put
to its full use.

Mr. PRICE: The Minister’s ex-
plenation was not satisfactory. The
Minister said that there were 476 acres
irrigated in the State. In New South
Wales there were single farms with more

than 476 acres irrigated, and they
had no expert ot £450 a year.
The Minister for Agriculture: They

are spending hundreds of thousands
of pounds on irrigation there.

Mr. PRICE : The individual farmers
weore doing that, not the Government.

The Minister for Agriculture: What

about the Barren Jack scheme ?
- Mr. PRICE: That scheme supplied
water for the metropolis. These irri-
gated farms in New South Wales were
on the Lachlan river.

The Minister for Agrionlture: I
know they sre spending a lot of money
there.

Mr. PRICE: In this State we were
not werranted in spending such & sum
of money as £450 on an expert ; it could
b e better expended in draining some
of the lands and giving people a chance
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to get on them. The Government wer
not justified in appointing an exper
to instruct the people how to irrigat
such small areas. [f the areas wer
large the farmers should be in a positio
to pay for the necessary expert know
ledge, if such was necessary, He move
an amendment—
That the item be struck out,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUI
TURE: The officer was doing reall
good work, and his services were neede
in the State. It was to be hoped th
hon. member would not press his amen¢
ment.

Mr. PRICE: It was to be hope
that next year the Minister would hav
something more definite to state ¢
members as to what this officer had don
to warrant the expenditure of such a larg
sum of money. By leave of the Hous
he would withdraw the amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.,

Ttem, Temporary professional am
clerical assistance, and casual labow
£1,000.

Mr. HOLMAN: There was provisim
made for temporary labour in ever
division. With regard to this depart
ment, the aceountant and under seeretar:
had recommended increases to the tem
porary officers. Would the Ministe
give an assurance that he was goin
to grant the increnses as from the
of July ?

+ Mr. Angwin: Are they paying thes
men more than the permanent hands

Mr. HOLMAN : The permanent hand
were receiving £180 for the same worl
that was being done for £156 10s. by th
temporary hands.

Mr. JOHNSON : There was no doub
that a lot of temporary labour wa
employed in the department, and th
officers were doing good work. Th
positions should carry the same salariea
bat it was found that these men entered
at 10s. a day. They were to all intentd
and purposes permanent hands. It wa
only fair on the part of the Committes i
express an opinion endorsing the attituds
of the Government on this matte
that whenever incresses were given tho)
should date from the beginning of th
year.
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE : There were not many temporary
officers in the Agricultural Departinent.
Four of them had bheen appointed to
perinanent positions since the end of
June. He agreed that when men were
kept on for any length of time, they
should be properly paid. Steps were
being taken to appoint as many good
officers as possible from among the
temporary ranks to permanent positions.
That was the reward for good service.
. Mr. HOLMAX: The Minister was
getting work done by temporary officers
for 10s. a day, and in some other de-
partments as much as 1ls, 12s., and
13s. a day was being paid. The Minister
for Agriculture should treat his em-
ployees as the other departments were
doing.  Whatever increases were given,
they should date from the time the
recommendations were made.

Mr. GILL: Last night the Minister
had said the question of temporary
hands employed at over 10s. a day was
» matter for the Public Service Comn-
missioner. He (Mr. Gill) understood
there were two of these temporary hands
in other departments being paid a
higher rate than 10s. a day. K that
was the case there could be no objection
to doing the same in the Lands Depart-
ment. The Minister would recognise
that 10s. & day was not a fair remuner-
ation for good work.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: 8ome time ago he had given
instructions that the permission of the
Public Service Commissioner should be
sought for the payment of a higher
rate to these particular ledger keepers.
Bome of the temporary men were being
better paid than some of the permanent
rmen in the same grade. He would see
that justice was done to these officers,
whether in the Lands or the Agricultural
Department.

Item, Wages of foremen and farm-
hands, £2,250,

Mr. OLOGHLEN : 1n the Keller
berrin district, where a good deal of dam
sinking was going on under the direction
of the Agricultural Department, a fore.
man had been recently prosecuted for
working a horse with sore shoulders.
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The driver of the horse was prosecuted
also, and in both instances fines were
inflicted with costs. The department
had paicd the fine and the costs in respect
to the foreman, but had refused to pav
in respect to the driver, who, after
all, was inerely carrying out his in-
structions in working the horse. A
warrant has since been issued for the
arrest of the driver, and it was likely
to be executed at any time. Why had
this discrimination been shown ¥

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: This was the first he had
heard of it. The horse, it seemed, had
been borrowed for the Works Depart-
ment, and in all probability it woald
be found that the foreman was engaged
under the Agricultural Department, while
the driver belonged to another depart.
ment. He would certainly look inta
the matter and do what was right.

Mr, OLOGHLEN: It was only a
smaill amount, and he thought the
Minister should pay it and save the
driver from imprisonment.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: The facts were unknown to
him, but he would go into the c¢ese and
see that the right thing was done,

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Refrigerating  works,
and Perth city markets, £7,360 :

Item, Manager and superintendent of
abattoirs, £500,

Mr. JOHNSON: It had been his
intention to move & reduction of the
item with a view to testing the feelings
of the Committee in respect to the
establishment of freezing works ; how-
ever, he did not desire to take up any
time at this juncture. So he had decided
to test the feelings of the Committee
when on the Loan Estimates. He de-
sired that the Minister should realise
the necessity of getting an outside expert
to investigate this important matter.
The Minister had grandly declared that
he wowld take the responsibility, but
he (Mr. Johnson) was not prepared to
allow the DMinister to spend money on
any such experiment.

The Minister for Agriculture:
House endorsed the price.

abutloirs,

The
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Mr. JOHXNSON : Only through schem-
ing on the part of the Minister. He
would defy the Minister to deny that
members on the Ministerial side had
privately declared against the project,
and that if it had been put into a separate
measure they would not have supported
it. The Committee had never been
tested on the question and those in a
position to judge best, namely, the
producer and the consumer, had declared
that the Minister's policy in this regard
was not sound. The fruit growers had
declared against cold storage, but the
Minister pitted his opinion against all
these experts.

The Minister for Agriculture: No.

Mr. JOHNSON: And despite the
opinions of these experts the Minister
had declared his intention of pursuing
his own course. He (Mr. Johnson) was
prepared to admit he had not to-day
that high opinion of Mr. Cairns which

he had entertained when first that
officer was appointed. The fruitgrowers
in conference in Western Australia,

and agsin in Hobart, had declared that
the freezing or pre-cooling of fruit previous
to shipment was detrimental to that
fruit, and they had appesled to the
Minister not to force them into the
freezing works. The Minister had made
it part of his policy and had sppealed
to the Committee to pass the vote
because of the fact that he wanted to
cool the fruit. To assist him in carrying
out his policy he had guoted Mr. Cairns,
and the latter, in order to boost up his
own particular fads, had given figures
which the member for Swan had proved to
be incorrect. He appealed to the Minister
to teslise that the produccrs and con-
sumers, and the men qualified to express
an opinion, had said that he was not
working in the best interests of the State,
and that some other method should be
adopted. He wanted some outside ex.
pert to be brought in to settle this
important question, hecause the proposed
expenditure at North Fremantle would
run to something like £130,000, an amount
which should not be expended while
there was & doubt about the wisdom of
the Minister’'s scheme. The advisable-
ness of ineurring that expenditure had
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been questioned by persons qualified
to speak, and it was to be hoped that
the Minister would agrce to get expert
advice as to whether the works should
be proceeded with.

Mr. BOLTON : It was to be regretted
that Mr. Cairns had come down in
the estimation of the member for Guild-
ford. Hed his report been exactly the
same and c¢ouched in similar words,
with the exception of an alteration of
the site, Mr. Cairns would undoubtedly
have been held to be an excellent officer
by that hon. member. To his mind the
report was a good one and the site excel-
lent, and the superintendent had, for
that reason, gone up in his {Mr. Bolton's)
estimation. What was the object of
asking that an expert should be got
from outside the State to report on the
scheme ? Simply that there might be
further delay and agitation with a view
to getting Cabinet, if possible, to alter
their decision as to the proper site for
abattoirs and freezing works. As to
the remarks of the member for Swan,
that the fruitgrowers were averse to
pre-cooling, it was not to be believed
that the Government were pgoing to
force them to cool their fruit. The
objection of the member for Swan could
be easily understood. At the present
time nearly all the exported fruit passed
through the hands of his company at a
commission of something like 6d. per
cage, and it was possible that, if the
freezing works were established, the
growers might think it expedient to
pass their fruit through that establish-
ment, thereby depriving the member
for Swan and his company of their
commission. Even if the producers did
objeet to the scheme, they were not the
only persons to be considered. Certainly
the consumers would be losing nothing
if Cabinet proceeded with the site which
had been chosen. Already the small
butchers in Fremantle were able, as the
result of the establishment of sale yards
on the recommendation of this super-
intendent, to buy a single beast and the
residents were able to get cheaper and
better meat than ever before. The
superintendent was quite consistent in
his argument. In the case of growers
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near to the port it might not be necessary
to pass the fruit through the freezers,
but growers situated 40 or 30 miles from
the port would require louvre vans to
carry their fruit, in which circumstances
it would be necessary for the iruit
to pass through the freesing works.
The member for Swan had stated that
the time would come when the people
of North Fremantle would object to
the noxious trades in connection with
abattoirs. They were quite prepared
to take that risk, but there should not
be anything objectionable in abattoirs
run on up-to-date lines. In any case,
North Fremantle was an industrial centre,
and a workingman’'s district rather than
an aristocratic one, and if there were
any other noxious trades to be picked
up che distriet would be quite prepared
to take them. He was sorry that after
two years of argument on the question,
the people of Midland Junction were
dying so hard. Tf after that term of
consideration and agitation & site had
been chosen in opposition to his wishes,
he would not have fought so bitterly
and would not have been continually
bobbing up like an indiarubber ball
to object to the works being proceeded
with.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Insect Pests Act. £3,75%—agreed
to.

Vote—Rabbits and Vermin Bourd Acts,
£16,550 : "

Mr. PRICE: This was a very large
swn.  According to the Auditor General’s
report there was only one vermin board
in existence.

Mr. Butcher : No, there are four.

Mr. PRICE: The Auditor General's
report steted that the expenditure
last year had been incurred by one board.
This was to provide wire netting for the
pastoralists of the Cascoyne, and the
cost to the State was £31,010 to date,
against which, according to the Auditor
General, the State had only received
in interest £153 18s. 1lld. or about
a half per cent. Why should this special
consideration be shown to pastoralists
in the Gascoyne if it was not provided
for pastoralists in the Eucla division ?

The Minister for Agticulture: Eucla
pastoralists can have a board if they wish.

Mr. PRICE: One would protest
against pastoralists in the Eucla division
establishing another vermin board to cause
theexpenditure of £30,000 to £40,000. Who
receivedl the benefit * Nobody but the
pastoralists,  Although this money was
taken from loan funds the repayments
were credited to the Sale of Government
Property Trust Account. One would
like some assurance from the Minister
that steps would be taken to ensure
the payment of interest and sinking fund.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL.
TURE: Interest was payable at the
rate of 4 per cent. TInterest and sinking
fund would be paid. Under the Act
which authorised the advance there
was power for the Clovernment to rate
the property within the ares enclosed.
The system had only just been started.
If it had been adopted years ago it would
have been more satisfactory in the long
ran than spending nearly £400.00y on
two rabbit-proof fences. TUnder this
system the pastoralists took full re-
_sponsibility for the payment, first for
the fence and then for the upkeep and
then for the destraction of vermin.
thus relieving the peneral taxpayer
who did not need to ‘contribute av all.
Other vermin boards would be formed
in the near future, and people in_the
Eucla district would be well advised
to form one. There was no doubt about
repayment.

Mr. Price:
Government ?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE : The right to rate the property.
If the lands came back to the State
to-morrow the State would have very
fine security.

Vote put and passed.

Vote, Stock, £3,922—agreed to.

Vote, Agricidtural Bank, £12,482 .

Ttem, Deputy Manager and Trustee.
£420,

Mr. PRICE : This officer was receiving
an increase of £15. It was well known
that the internal business of the bank
was practically wholly conducted Dby
this officer, because the managing trustee
was away irom fthe bank nearly the

What security have the
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whole of his time inspecting and in
connection with the bank and in con.
nection with the Railway Advisory
Board. At least the salary of this officer
should be equal to the salary of an
under secretary. Certainly his duties
were more responsible than the duties
of the majority of under secretaries.

Mr. PIESSE : A private firm in the
City would pay its uccountant more
for doing responsible work like that
entailed upon this officer, It was to
be hoped that the Minister would teke
into consideration the suggestion that the
officer’s salary be increased. He was
an excellent officer and his ability was
of a special character.

Mr. GILL: The managing trustee’s
time was necessarily taken up away
from the bank, and the duties of managing
the bank devolved upon the deputy.
It was reaconable that the position should
be made better financially.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: One could acknowledge the
good work done by the officer, and he
would be pleased to increase the salary
if he could do so. The work this officer
did was responsible work, and there
was & tremendous lot of it also. The
aceountant should also receive a higher
salary. He would bring under the
attention of the Public Service Com-
missioner the need for increasing the
salaries of both officers, and he hoped
the increases would appear on next year’s
Estimntes.

Mr. PRICE: Was the increase of
£150 for the managing trustee recom-
mended by the Public Service Com-
missioner ?

The Minister for Agriculture: It
was fixed by Statute.

Mr. PRICE: The Minister should
impress upon the Public Service Com-
missioner the need for increasing the
salaries of these two officers. The ac-
countant was receiving a salary little
above the wage of an ordinary tradesman.

Vote put end passed.

Progress reported.

Howse adiourned at 5.46G p.m.
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By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Fre-
mantle Hanbour Trust Annual Report,
1909-1910. 2, Municipahty of Claremont
—By-law. 3, Bunbury Harbour Board—
Amendment of Regulation. 4, The Fae-
tories Act, 1904—Regulation. 5, Midland
Junciton Municipality—By-law, 6, Reg-
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the vear ended June 30, 1910. 7, Indus-
trial Conciliation and Arbitration Aet,
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BILLE (2)—THIRD READING.
1. York Mechanies’ Institute. trans-
mitred to the Legislaiive Assembly.

2. Permanent Reserves Rededication,

passsed.
BILI—LICENSING.
Recommittal.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
T move—

That the Bill be recommitted for the
purpose of considering the amendments
to the clauses appearing on the Notice
Paper.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: [ move an amend-

men{—
The! lauses 93, 121, and 159 be also
ineluded.
Hon. W. PATRICK: I desire that

Clause 33 he added to the list,

Hon, F. CONNOR: T also desire that
the clauses which are not nambered and
whieh refer to barmaids he ineluded.



